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PDF Download • “Keenly Rare!” • Gregorian Chant Booklet on 5 Lines (1920) — 326 Pages

Jeff Ostrowski · January 17, 2023 
HE FRENCH refer to Catholic priests as R.P. which stands for “Révérend Père.” However, the following booklet—which is extremely rare—was published by a man named “René Paris,” who abbreviates his name as R.P. (This is doubly confusing because many French books, needless to say, were published in the city of Paris.) Monsieur René Paris published a 326-page book of Gregorian Chant written on five-line staves. I think we can assume there must have been a need for such a booklet, otherwise he would not have gone to the trouble of creating it!

Gift To You • Corpus Christi Watershed has obtained this book and had it professionally scanned as a gift to our readers. As I have mentioned before, when plainsong is written on 5 lines, it’s very handy to accompany on the pipe organ:

*  PDF Download • MANUEL DES PROCESSIONS (326 pages)

—Manuel des Processions et Bénédictions du Très Saint Sacrement (René Paris, 1920).


Because it was professionally scanned, it’s an incredibly small file (18MB), which readers will undoubtedly appreciate.



Púer Nátus in Béthlehem • The book is particularly rich in Christmas songs. Here is one of my favorites: “Púer Nátus in Béthlehem.” Can you resist harmonizing this one?





“Ave Rex Noster” • The book contains many pieces I’m not familiar with, such as “Áve Rex Nóster” for the Sacred Heart of Jesus:





“Sálve Regína” • This collection by René Paris is chock-full of Marian pieces, and here’s another one I bet you can’t resist harmonizing:





Saint Joan of Arc • The book has plainsong for “rare” saints such as Joan of Arc and Margaret Mary. I believe those saints are particularly honored in France:





 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“We must remember that the important elements of a rite are not the things that will first be noticed by a casual and ignorant onlooker—the number of candles, colour of the vestments and places where the bell is rung—but just those things he would not notice: the Canon, fraction and so on, the prayers said in a low voice and the characteristic but less obvious rites done by the celebrant at the altar.”

— Fr. Fortescue explaining that Anglicanism does not preserve Sarum
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			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















