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PDF Download: Mediator Dei Hymnal (1955)

Jeff Ostrowski · September 2, 2014 
    HE MEDIATOR DEI HYMNAL was published in 1955, eight years after Pius XII promulgated his encyclical on the liturgy and three years before the death of Pius XII.  It was the work of J. Vincent Higginson, who published it under the pseudonym CYR DE BRANT:

      * *  PDF: Mediator Dei Hymnal (1955)

Higginson had the reputation of being a “walking encyclopedia” of American hymnology, and served on the board of directors of the Society of St. Gregory.  To see a photograph of Cyr de Brant, look at #1 here.

Over the next few months, we will release many more rare hymnals, in preparation for the release of the forthcoming Jogues Hymnal.  We need everyone’s help in choosing the ABSOLUTE BEST Catholic hymns.  More info regarding this exciting project will be released soon, and the Missal is already available!



MR. HIGGINSON DESERVES A GREAT DEAL of credit for his Mediator Dei Hymnal.  It’s one of the first Catholic hymnals to include tune names, which are very important.  He also chose only dignified, solid, respectable hymns—no easy task!  His ingenuity is admirable, and he sometimes employed variations of excellent tunes (such as what he calls Paschal Lamb, Ave Virgo, and Victorious King) to make the melody fit the text he desired.

Finally, I’m amazed at how similar his choices are to the contents of the Pope Francis Hymn Book.  After all, choosing hymns can be incredibly divisive … and sometimes brings musicians close to exchanging blows.  That’s why it’s refreshing & rare to find someone whose choices are so similar!

 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“What really matters in life is that we are loved by Christ and that we love Him in return. In comparison to the love of Jesus, everything else is secondary. And, without the love of Jesus, everything is useless.”

— Pope John Paul II (1979)
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			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















