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PDF Download • “Hymn List For Sundays” (until 8 December 2022)

Jeff Ostrowski · October 19, 2022 
EX HARRISON in childhood contracted measles, which took away the sight from his left eye. Nevertheless, he went on to became a very famous actor. Johnny Depp has been legally blind in one eye since childhood—yet he became a famous actor, just like Rex Harrison. Winston Churchill had a serious speech impediment, yet today he’s remembered as an outstanding orator. (Churchill seems not to have extremely popular with the English “in real time”—immediately after WW2 they voted him out of office.) The left arm of Kaiser Wilhelm II (d. 1941) was paralyzed at birth. For the rest of his life they tried to “cure” him, even wrapping fresh animal carcasses around his arm for years, hoping the warmth and vigor of the animal would revitalize his arm. In spite of all that, Kaiser Wilhelm II was obsessed with woodchopping, and it’s estimated he chopped down 40,000 trees. Both Vincent Van Gogh and Robert Schumann suffered from bouts of insanity. Thomas Edison, Ludwig van Beethoven, and Gabriel Fauré all struggled with deafness.

Hymn List • I’ve been listing people who—in spite of serious disabilities—became famous all over the world for their accomplishments. I have no illusions of ever becoming “great,” but I try to do my part in whatever small way I can. I was asked to assemble a list of excellent hymns for Sundays and feasts, and here’s what I came up with:

*  PDF Download • HYMN LIST (until 8 December)


Too Many • Of course, choosing hymns depends on numerous factors. Which singers will be present at which Mass? Which tunes have you introduced to your congregation? Which melodies have you introduced to your choir members? And so forth. Creating a “perfect” hymn list—as far as I’m concerned—is impossible. I will assemble another list before too long, hopefully reaching all the way to Easter 2023.

Experimentation • We like to experiment with different ways of singing hymns. For example, here’s something recorded last Sunday by the volunteer choir I direct:



Verdict? • You can see that some of the verses begin with trebles only, and then SATB parts are added halfway through. What do you think of that technique? I’m not quite sold on it…but I need more time to think about it.



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 




			
Filed Under: Articles, PDF Download Tagged With: The Catholic Hymnal Last Updated: October 19, 2022
Subscribe






    
        
        It greatly helps us if you subscribe to our mailing list!

        * indicates required


	Email Address  *

	
	


	
		

		

	
    
    

    

    










About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Had the Church never spoken on this matter, it would still be repugnant to our Catholic people’s sense of what is fit and proper in the holiest of places, that a priest should have to struggle through the prayers of the Holy Mass, because of such tunes as “Alice, where art thou?” the “Vacant Chair,” and others of more vulgar title, which, through the carelessness or bad judgment of organists, sometimes find their way into our choirs.

— Preface to a Roman Catholic Hymnal (1896)
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