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PDF Download • “Four Easy Pieces” (Smaller Choirs)

Jeff Ostrowski · November 3, 2021 


Sometimes we have numerous Solemn High Masses during the week, and it’s impossible to expect the full choir to sing for all of them. That means we have a “smaller crew”—and that’s okay because there’s tons of music that can be done with limited performing forces. On the feast of All Saints (November 1st) we sang hymn #165 from the Brébeuf hymnal using just the SOPRANO and ALTO lines:



The text is the traditional hymn for the feast of All Saints:

Christe, Redémptor ómnium,

Consérva tuos fámulos,

Beátae semper Vírginis

Placátus sanctis précibus.

O Christ, Redeemer of all,

appeased by the holy prayers

of the ever-blessed Virgin,

do Thou protect Thy servants.


When Pope Urban VIII “corrupted” all the breviary hymns in 1631AD, here’s what he did to this particular hymn:

Placáre Christe sérvulis,

Quibus Patris cleméntiam,

Tuæ ad Tribúnal grátiæ,

Patróna Virgo póstulat.

Be merciful, Christ, to Your servants,

for whom our advocate, the Virgin,

asks the Father’s mercy

at the throne of grace.






A very simple (yet beautiful) piece is “Lux Alma, Jesu, Mentium” which comes from a long poem by Saint Bernard: “Jesu Dulcis Memoria.” Notice that—courtesy of the Brébeuf hymnal—a very special organ accompaniment has been included:

*  PDF Download • Lux Alma Jesu Mentium

—Including an organ accompaniment.


The poem reminds us that we believe in a God whom we cannot see. Father John Connelly translates the second verse as: How happy the man that is host to You, for You are the companion of the Father at His right hand. You are the light that consoles heaven, but is unseen by man on earth. By the way, this verse doesn’t mean we cannot see Jesus under the forms of bread and wine. Nor does it mean we cannot see Jesus in the face of the poor, or the purity of a snowflake, or the magnificence of the universe.






The next hymn is really wonderful. It’s called “Jesu Nostra Redemptio,” and it’s appropriate throughout the liturgical year. Just like the previous hymn, numerous versions of this hymn were included (in English) in the Brébeuf hymnal. Moreover, the Brébeuf hymnal contains important addenda, such as theological explanations.

*  PDF Download • Jesu Nostra Redemptio

—An organ accompaniment has been included.


My favorite verse addresses the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity:

What mercy conquered thee,

so as to bear our misdeeds,

suffering a cruel death,

so as to lift us from death?






The following tune was used in The Pope Pius XII Hymnal (1959) which we have spoken about in the past. It’s a famous melody—from around 1440AD—called “BRESLAU,” and Felix Mendelssohn wrote a famous arrangement of it for Saint Paul Oratorio (1836).



The special way the verses are notated in the Brébeuf Choral Supplement makes it possible to add parts instantly; it’s incredible that no book ever did this until the Brébeuf hymnal came along.



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


It would be contrary to the Constitution to decree or even to hint that sung celebrations, especially of the Mass, should be in Latin.

— Annibale Bugnini attacking “Sacrosanctum Concilium” (§36)
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