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PDF Download • Three Myths About Hymns

Jeff Ostrowski · September 14, 2021 
ELOW YOU WILL FIND three common myths about hymns—as well as the correct answers! This is part of a larger project being undertaken by SOPHIA INSTITUTE PRESS which concerns positive steps to restore authentic Catholic music at the parish level. When you read the “answers” below, please let me know whether you discover anything that needs correction. Thank you!

Covid Devastation: We were not allowed to rehearse for 14 months due to Covid-19. Our volunteer choir—in which 80% had no prior musical training—has been trying to make up for lost time. We recently learned this Gospel Acclamation, which can be used in the Ordinary Form or the Extraordinary Form. Here’s a live recording from last Sunday:



The Value of Hymnody: In an effort to get the singers to “hear one another”—and thereby tune harmoniously—we have been learning hymns from the Brébeuf hymnal in SATB. Due to time constraints, we never get to rehearse these hymns properly; but I hope that if we just keep singing them they will improve. On 12 September 2021, we sang an ancient hymn to our lady, since that is traditionally the feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary.

*  PDF Download • HILDERSTONE HYMN

—Latin version of Hymn #396 in the John Brébeuf Hymnal.






Three Myths about Catholic Hymns:

Q. I recently attended a liturgical

conference where the speaker said

hymns don’t belong at Mass…

Read Answer

Q. Is it true that Catholics “stole”

the idea of singing hymns from

Protestant churches?

Read Answer

Q. My Protestant friend says

Catholics are wrong to omit

verses when singing hymns…

Read Answer




Vernacular Hymns During Mass: Since 2013 we have often spoken about the perplexing practice of singing vernacular hymns all through Low Mass: even during the Gospel; even during the Canon; even singing the Lord’s Prayer in English while the priest says it in Latin; even during the Creed; and so forth. In my humble opinion, that’s an absurd way to assist at Mass. On the other hand, this was a common practice in the United States before Vatican II—and we have scanned and uploaded numerous books which prove this beyond all doubt. But just because something happened, that doesn’t make it right. I am someone who believes we must be aware of what went on in the past, even if we don’t agree with it.



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Tournemire could be charming or he could bite your head off. One day I could not replace him at St. Clotilde because I had a wedding  to play at another church. Tournemire played on Sunday, period—that was all. He did not play weddings and so forth. (He put all that on my back.) So I went to Tournemire’s house to tell him, “Master, I am sorry but, for once, I cannot replace you. I have another obligation to fulfill.” He said, “Get out of here!” I left for good.

— Testimony of Maurice Duruflé
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			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















