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PDF Download • Professionally-Scanned “Missale Romanum” (1957) with American Feasts

Jeff Ostrowski · August 7, 2023 
HERE’S AN OLD SAYING: “Sometimes you win and sometimes you learn.” Are you someone who constantly makes mistakes? I am. Do you learn from your mistakes? That’s the key. I constantly make mistakes, but it’s okay because I learn from them. For example, I created an organ accompaniment for VESPERS on the Feast of the Transfiguration. During the process of creating it, I tried tons of new techniques. Some worked; many didn’t. Then, while I was accompanying VESPERS yesterday, the organ broke halfway through! But it’s all fine, because the booklet will be ready for next year—and everything I learned will be helpful next time I make a booklet:

*  PDF Download • TRANSFIGURATION BOOKLET (25 pages)

—Organ Accompaniment Booklet • 6 August • VESPERS.


Hymn for the Transfiguration • Moreover, I was able to add a Latin version of “Quicúmque Christum Quǽritis” at the bottom of this website for choirs forbidden to sing in English. I have often declared that the Vespers hymn for the Sacred Heart contains more hyper-metric syllables than any other—but I see that “Quicúmque Christum Quǽritis” is a close second. Indeed, there’s something funky about its hyper-metric syllables, in particular the word “óculos.” Most occur in the same spot, which leads me to believe its “original” melody might have something to do with this. You can see how “Quicúmque” appeared in the edition by Abbat Pothier’s student if you click here. The Gregorian melody is not one of my favorites. I find it hard for congregations to sing well and a little too “dark.”

Historic Release! • Today, we release something quite remarkable. It’s a special edition of the “Missale Romanum” printed in Turin—with North American feasts in a supplement—by the MARIETTI PUBLISHING COMPANY in 1957:

*  PDF Download • MISSALE ROMANUM (Turin, 1957)

—Beware! This file is 1.58GB.




     







       

       

         


       

       

         


       

       

     


Liturgical Changes! • I feel bad for the MARIETTI PUBLISHING COMPANY. They went to immense trouble in order to include the Pius XII Holy Week, which was first used in 1956. However, just a few years later the entire book would become obsolete. The amount of liturgical changes made during the 20th century are staggering. Pope Saint Pius X made many liturgical changes. In my humble opinion, the way he restored the ancient TEMPORALE was praiseworthy. After Pius X, you had new prefaces and feasts added. Pope Pius XII then made innumerable changes to the liturgy. The 1960s brought more changes, as did the 1970s. Indeed, the Abbey of Solesmes refused to incorporate the 1961 rubrical changes made by Pope Saint John XIII in their famous LIBER USUALIS. I believe the reason they refused is because it would’ve required enormous effort, and everything was about to change again! It’s almost as if Solesmes Abbey (given charge of all official Vatican plainsong editions beginning in 1913) was saying to the Vatican in 1961:

“Let us know when you get your house in order. Only then will we begin laboriously implementing these incessant ‘improvements’ you are constantly making to our liturgical books.”








 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“Many of those who have influenced the reform […] have no love, and no veneration of that which has been handed down to us. They begin by despising everything that is actually there.”

— Cardinal Antonelli (Peritus during the Second Vatican Council)
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