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PDF Download • “Quinquagesima Sunday” Organ Accompaniment Booklet (25 pages)

Jeff Ostrowski · February 20, 2023 
NE OF THE PRIESTS I mentioned in my open letter to the head of the CDW was Father Louis Bouyer (d. 2004), a close personal friend of Pope Saint Paul VI who was deeply involved in liturgical reforms following Vatican II. Regarding the post-conciliar calendar, Father Bouyer wrote: “I prefer to say nothing, or very little, about the new calendar, the handiwork of a trio of maniacs who suppressed—with no good reason—Septuagesima and the Octave of Pentecost and who scattered three quarters of the Saints higgledy-piddledy, all based on notions of their own devising!” When Father Bouyer references Septuagesima, he denotes the ancient “season of preparation” for Lent—a time when the vestments turned violet, the GLORIA was omitted, and the word “Allelúja” was forbidden.

Penitential Times • Traditionally, the word “Allelúja” at Vespers was replaced with: Laus tibi, Dómine, Rex ætérnæ glóriæ. Translated into English, that means: “Praise be to Thee, O Lord, King of eternal glory.” You can see how that works—cf. page 5—if you download the organ accompaniment I created for Quinquagesima Sunday Vespers:

*  PDF Download • ORGAN ACCOMPANIMENT (25 Pages)

—“Quinquagesima Sunday” • Organ Accompaniment for Vespers.








“Ordinary Form” Versions • In the Ordinary Form, the word “Allelúja” is also replaced during Lent. You can download the official Latin from the Ordo Lectionum Missae, or you can download the English version from the Saint Isaac Jogues Illuminated Missal, Gradual, and Lectionary. To summarize: In the Ordinary Form, instead of “Allelúja,” any of the following phrases may be used both before and after the Gospel Acclamation:

1. Gloria et laus tibi, Christe.

2. Gloria tibi, Christe, Sapientia Dei Patris.

3. Gloria tibi, Christe, Verbum Dei.

4. Gloria tibi, Domine, Fili Dei vivi.

5.  Laus et honor tibi, Domine Iesu.

6. Laus tibi, Christe, Rex aeternae gloriae.

7. Magna et mirabilia opera tua, Domine.

8. Salus et gloria et virtus Domino Iesu Christo.

1. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

2. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Wisdom of God the Father!

3. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

4. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God!

5. Praise and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

6. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

7. Marvelous and great are your works, O Lord!

8. Salvation, glory, and power to the Lord Jesus Christ!




 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


After ordering the bishops to appoint in each diocese “special commission of persons who are really competent in the matter, to whom they will entrust the duty of watching over the music performed in the churches in whatever way may seem most advisable,” Pope Pius X continues—“this commission will insist on the music being not only good in itself, but also proportionate to the capacity of the singers, so that it may be always well executed.”

— Dom Alphege Shebbeare (Downside Review)
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