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PDF Download • Belgian Book of Gregorian Accompaniments (Official Edition)

Jeff Ostrowski · January 31, 2023 
OLIEST PRIEST you ever met? That’s a tough question, but one of the holiest was certainly Father Valentine Young (d. 2020). I remember Father Valentine once said: “Jeff, I’ve reached a point in my life where I almost enjoy hearing accompanied plainsong more than unaccompanied.” That statement was two decades ago. At that point in my life, such a statement constituted formal heresy. You see, I used to believe the only ‘valid’ way to sing Gregorian Chant was a cappella (“without accompaniment”). But after almost three decades of singing plainsong, I have come to realize that a well-written accompaniment can add great beauty.1 The following is a recording from last Sunday. You will notice I accompanied our volunteer choir using the NOH harmonies:


Direct Link.


Rare Belgian Book • Corpus Christi Watershed has obtained an extremely rare book of organ accompaniments for Belgium. Readers probably know that each country has special feasts, often celebrating local saints. Interesting items abound in this book. For instance, they wrote an accompaniment for the enormously lengthy SEQUENCE for Saint Lambert of Maastricht (Bishop and Martyr). They wrote an accompaniment for the famous “Gaudeámus” Introit—for the feast of Saint Rumbold of Mechlin—which organists will which to compare with the other “Gaudeámus” harmonizations the LEMMENSINSTITUUT provided in the other volumes.

*  PDF Download • VOLUME VI (“Propers for Belgium”)

—Vol. 6 contains “special propers for the dioceses of Belgium” • 129 pages.


Upcoming Presentation • During this year’s Sacred Music Symposium—which will take place in June of 2023—I will be giving a presentation which will demonstrate (using multiple examples) that excellent Gregorian accompaniments employ the self-same techniques used by the great composers. Monsignor Jules Van Nuffel once wrote:

“A flawless harmonization of Gregorian chant cannot be created by improvisation, no matter the competence and ability of the organist or harmonist.”


Please Help Us • We desire to provide professional and pristine scans for other volumes of the NOH, especially VOLUME V, which contains the Ordinary of the Mass. But professional scans cost a lot of money. We’re a tiny 501(c)3 public charity. We exist solely by the generosity of small donors. We have no endowment; we have no major donors; we run no advertisements; we have no savings. We beg you to consider donating $5.00 per month, or even $3.00 per month.









1 So much depends upon the choir, the acoustic, and each situation. For instance, if I am singing the Requiem Mass with superb singers, I would be annoyed if somebody tried to add an accompaniment to our singing.




 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 




			
Filed Under: Articles, Featured, PDF Download Tagged With: Rev Fr Valentine Young OFM Last Updated: January 31, 2023
Subscribe






    
        
        It greatly helps us if you subscribe to our mailing list!

        * indicates required


	Email Address  *

	
	


	
		

		

	
    
    

    

    










About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


It is clear the Church is facing a grave crisis. Under the name of “the new Church” and “the post-conciliar Church,” a different Church from that of Jesus Christ is now trying to establish itself: an anthropocentric society threatened with imminent apostasy which is allowing itself to be swept along in a movement of general abdication under the pretext of renewal, ecumenicism, or adaptation.

— Cardinal Henri de Lubac (29 August 1967)
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