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PDF Download • “Tantum Ergo” Two-Part Interlude (Manuals Only) by Flor Peeters

Jeff Ostrowski · August 30, 2022 
ARDLY A WEEK GOES BY when I don’t receive an email seeking repertoire ideas for volunteer choirs. Without question, the sine qua non is the Brébeuf Catholic Hymnal, especially if your choir members struggle with reading music. So many of today’s ‘traditional’ hymnals—which shall remain nameless—are basically “leftover” versions of Protestant books. In other words, the editors choose a Protestant book, eliminate anything heretical, and whatever is leftover becomes the hymnal. To make matters worse, they often revive 19th-century hymns which (although not heretical) are musically ‘schmaltzy’ with saccharine lyrics. I do not believe such attempts will ever be accepted by today’s congregations.1

Hymn By Flor Peeters • Did you know Baron Flor Peeters, the famous Belgian organist, composed hymns? They can be found in the Brébeuf Hymnal. Many hymns written in 3/4 rhythm sound ‘sing-songy’ after a few verses, but this melody by Flor Peeters is a fabulous exception. Here’s an example from last Sunday, recorded by a volunteer choir:





Organ Interlude • You can also download a 2-part “Tantum Ergo” Organ Interlude (Manuals Only) by Flor Peeters, which is extremely fun to play:

*  PDF Download • 2-Part Setting (“Tantum Ergo Sacramentum”)

—Organ Interlude by Flor Peeters based on “St Thomas (Webbe)” • For Manuals Only.


Article By Peeters (1965) • If you can’t get enough of Flor Peeters, you can read this article, which is four pages in length. Arthur Cardinal Roche, the highest-ranking English-born priest to serve in the Roman Curia since Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val, recently said (28 August 2022) that Vatican II is “the highest legislation that exists in the Church.” Cardinal Roche would be pleased, because this article by Flor Peeters explores what Vatican II mandated vis-à-vis liturgical music:

*  PDF Download • “For Choirmasters & Organists” (1965)

—By Flor Peeters • English translation by Emmanuel Leemans.


Variety Is Important • Because the hymn by Flor Peeters was somewhat in a ‘minor’ mode, we ended the Mass with a thrilling (and very happy) descant, taken from #868 in the Brébeuf Catholic Hymnal:





‘Live’ Rec. By Symposium • Sacred Music Symposium 2022 was granted permission to reproduce (and sing) this hymn a few weeks ago. The text by Father Dominic Popplewell, FSSP, is nothing short of brilliant. It incorporates splendidly ‘paradoxical’ verses addressed to our Savior, JESUS CHRIST. Father Popplewell’s use of beautiful language (e.g. “let unfaltering acclaim” etc.) comes across as fresh and resplendent. He deftly avoids ‘horse-and-buggy’ (and stale) clichés. Here’s how it sounded—including the descant—when sung by the participants:





1 Now that the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal (Sophia Institute Press, 2018) is available, there’s no reason to resort to such “leftover” books. The Brébeuf Hymnal does not mimic or ‘build upon’ Protestant hymnals. From first to last, it’s a Catholic publication. Its core is the ancient tome of Roman Catholic hymns, stretching back more than 1,700 years.




 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“If he converses with the learned and judicious, he delights in their talent—if with the ignorant and foolish, he enjoys their stupidity. He is not even offended by professional jesters. With a wonderful dexterity he accommodates himself to every disposition. As a rule, in talking with women (even with his own wife) he is full of jokes and banter.”

— ‘Erasmus on St. Thomas More (England’s 1st lay Chancellor)’
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