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PDF Download • Rare German Hymnal (879 pages)

Jeff Ostrowski · March 6, 2018 
    ERE’S a dirty little secret about hymnal editors: some do nothing more than compile hymns from their youth plus additions from 2-3 major hymnals.  We have taken a different approach in the creation of the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal—for five years, we have collected 77,000 pages from rare Catholic hymnals, choosing the very best.  We have also commissioned contemporary texts and melodies.  Ours is unlike any hymn book produced in the last 100 years.

Most German hymnals we’ve come across contain words only—but this one has harmonies:

    * *  PDF Download • 1847 Hymnal (879 pages)

For reasons I don’t fully understand, the most beautiful hymn tunes we’ve discovered are usually English or German in origin.

Before long, proofreading will begin for the Brébeuf hymnal.  Those interested in proofreading the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal should email the committee.  My understanding is they’re searching for proofreaders.  Make sure the word “proofreader” is in your email subject line.



What Dr. Hugo Riemann has to say about Fr. Lück’s Hymnal:


Gesang- und Gebetbuch für die Diözese Trier (1847) 
“Hymnal and Prayer Book for the Diocese of Trier” (1847) 

Lück, Stephan, b. Jan. 9, 1806, Linz-a-Rh., d. Nov. 4, 1883, Trèves, studied at Linz, Bonn, Trèves, took holy orders Sept. 20, 1828; up to 1831 he was chaplain at Kreuznach, up to 1835 parish priest at Waldalgesheim, up to 1849 professor of moral philosophy at the clerical college, Trèves, and, finally, became member of the cathedral chapter in that city. Lück distinguished himself in the restoration of Catholic Church music. He published; “Gesang und Gebetbuch für die Diöcese Trier” (1846); “Theoretisch-praktische Anleitung zur Herstellung eines würdigen Kirchengesanges” (1856); “Sammlung ausgezeichneter Kompositionen für die Kirche” (1859)—the 2nd edition (in four volumes) was published by M. Hermesdorff (1884) and H. Oberhoffer (1885).




 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“During Lent…the use of musical instruments is allowed only so as to support the singing. Nevertheless, Laetare Sunday (the Fourth Sunday of Lent), Solemnities and Feasts are exceptions to this rule.”

— ‘Roman Missal, 3rd Edition (2011)’
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			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















