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   CURRENTLY SERVE on an international committee working on a collection called the St. Brébeuf Hymnal. We have assembled something like 200,000 pages of old hymnals, and naturally we focus mainly on the Catholic hymnals. We’ve also encountered some fantastic non-Catholic hymnals.

You’ve probably never seen these 1,151 pages:

* *  PDF Download • Anglican Hymnal (57.1MB)

Many pieces in this Anglican collection are actually translations of Roman Catholic hymns, such as Ave Maris Stella, Audi Benigne Conditor, Ad Regias Agni Dapes, etc. (Readers will mainly be interested in sections 3 and 4.)

To demonstrate how marvelous this book is, I’ve compiled the complete indices:

* *  PDF • COMPLETE INDEX [all 4 volumes]



When I was in college, we analyzed 4-5 different versions of Hassler’s “O Sacred Head Surrounded” harmonized by J.S. Bach—and I really wish I’d saved them because they were beautiful. Here’s an interesting harmonization found in the 1907 hymnal:


  
They also have many “Englished” settings Propers:

  
Those interested in proofreading the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal should email the committee. My understanding is they’re searching for proofreaders. Make sure the word “proofreader” is in your email subject line.


Full title of book:

THE NEW OFFICE HYMN BOOK

PARTS I. AND II.

Part I.

CONSISTING OF

INTROITS FOR THE SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS

WITH THE GRADUALS AND ALLELUIAS,

AND SOME SEQUENCES.

Part II.

CONSISTING OF

OFFICE HYMNS, CHIEFLY FROM THE ROMAN

AND SARUM BREVIARIES, TOGETHER

WITH THE PROPER MELODIES.

THE NEW OFFICE HYMN BOOK

PARTS III. and IV.

CONSISTING OF

HYMNS NEW AND OLD, SACRED SONGS,

CAROLS AND LITANIES

THE WORDS SELECTED AND EDITED BY

Rev. J. F. W. BULLOCK, M.A.

Rector of Radwinter; Editor of “Daily Lections.”

THE MUSIC SELECTED AND ARRANGED BY

Rev. C. J. RIDSDALE, B.A.

Vicar of S. Peter’s, Folkestone;

Editor of the Music of “The Children’s Service Book.”

(London: Novello and Company, 1907)
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 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“The training in singing, to sing in a chorus, is not only an exercise of external listening and of the voice; it is also training for interior listening, listening with the heart, an exercise in training for life and for peace.”

— Pope Benedict XVI
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			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















