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Jaw-Dropping Liturgical Manuscripts (7,055 Pages)

Jeff Ostrowski · April 6, 2015 
    HY DO WE LOVE our liturgical history?  Does this love of ours truly make us “partakers of idolatry,” as the founder of the Mundelein Liturgical Institute recently asserted?

I don’t believe so.  Our desires are natural and pleasing to God.  We wish to pray using the exact same words—on the exact same days—as so many saints did. 1

Many now recognize that the innovations of Bugnini’s Consilium have impoverished the Roman Rite and were not faithful to the decrees of Sacrosanctum Concilium.  This is due in large part to the internet, which has made available ancient manuscripts.  Catholics can now see with their own eyes the antiquity of our liturgy.

Download 7,055 pages of ancient manuscripts below.  They were made available 2 by Heinrich Heine University, and you can obtain high resolution versions by searching.  The EF liturgy matches these manuscripts 98% of the time; whereas the OF liturgy sometimes 3 does not match.

Whenever possible, we have an obligation 4 to provide excerpts of ancient manuscripts for our choirs and congregations.  Remember, the books below are just the tip of the iceberg!


MS-D-1 • Sacramentary … circa 867AD

506 pages.    Click here for a screenshot showing part of a page.  That green circular thing is the famous “Vere Dignum Et Justum Est” monogram.



MS-D-3 • Missale … circa 955AD

621 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.  Notice the drawing of Saint Augustine, as well as the famous monogram featured in the Jogues Lectionary.



MS-D-5 • Missale … circa 1507AD

267 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-6 • Cistercian Graduale … circa 1173AD

377 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-10A • Graduale … circa 1285AD

436 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-10B • Book of Hours … circa 1466AD

285 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-11 • Graduale … circa 1372AD

1,397 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-12 • Graduale … circa 1424AD

705 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-14 • Antiphonale/Graduale (Winter Section) … circa 1573AD

439 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-19 • Cistercian Graduale … circa 1491AD

317 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-20 • Graduale … circa 1507AD

241 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-27 • Graduale (Summer Section) … circa 1481AD

189 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-30 • Graduale (Winter Section) … circa 1502AD

427 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-32 • Cistercian Graduale (Winter Section) … circa 1552AD

431 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.



MS-D-35 • Graduale (Winter Section) … circa 1545AD

417 pages.   Click here for a screenshot.







UPDATE •   From a reader:

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek has made much available. Go to bsb-muenchen.de and search for e.g. Graduale, limit the search to “online resources” time to before 1600 (or whatever pleases you), and go wild.   They have a wonderful policy in that whoever first asks for a digitalization of a particular manuscript pays for it and afterwards they put it online for free.  Sample screenshot.


As I mentioned, this is just the tip of the iceberg.  The Saint Gall library also has thousands of online images.





NOTES FROM THIS ARTICLE:

1   Moreover, our hearts and minds are lifted to God by the glorious artwork & melodies of our Catholic heritage. 

2   The language and website—based in Düsseldorf—can be intimidating for Americans, so a former student kindly created the Google links you see on this page.  Be sure to obey usage regulations posted on the Heinrich Heine website. 

3   For instance, the Ordinary Form uses the Gradual antiphons for sung Masses, but uses the Missal antiphons for spoken Masses.  The Gradual antiphons are ancient, whereas many of the “spoken” propers were created in 1969. 

4   The Jogues Lectionary provides stunning manuscripts for the congregation to enjoy—as does the Campion Hymnal—both in full color.  Congregations love seeing these!


 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


The eminent theologian Suarez (who died in 1617) […] took the position that a pope would be schismatic “if he, as is his duty, would not be in full communion with the body of the Church as, for example, if he were to excommunicate the entire Church, or if he were to change all the liturgical rites of the Church that have been upheld by apostolic tradition.”

— Monsignor Klaus Gamber (1981)
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