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PDF Download: Complete Proper Of The Mass, With Organ Accompaniment • Kansas (1946)

Jeff Ostrowski · June 27, 2014 
    UR CURRENT AGE has a difficult time grasping realities of the past.  For example, as a parent of two small children, I cannot understand how people survived before modern conveniences like running water, plumbing, electricity, modern medicine, and disposable diapers.  Can you imagine raising children in the year 1817?  How about 1746?  1455?  1106?  It’s totally unthinkable … yet billions of humans have done it.

Broad statements are sometimes made, such as: “Catholic music was terrible prior to the Second Vatican Council … and priests rushed through Low Mass in a sloppy way.”  Others imagine that every single church before Vatican II had a men’s Schola chanting the full Gregorian Propers.

While neither scenario is accurate, one thing is certain: our ancestors often sang the Propers, despite many obstacles.  Considering what they did, our feeble efforts to sing the Propers are inexcusable.

Therein lies the primary value of being aware of this book:

      * *  COMPLETE PROPER OF THE MASS — Rev. Green & Rev. Koch  ©1946 (PDF)

It’s remarkable that priests in Kansas — Kansas! — were willing to exert the effort necessary to help small churches sing the Propers.  Many other collections existed, too: Tozer, Labouré, Rossini, and so forth.

Although the melodies and organ accompaniments in this book are nothing spectacular, they did include some handy items like a Latin Pronunciation Guide, Sequence Accompaniments, and these accompaniments to the Vidi Aquam and Asperges Me:

      * *  Asperges Me — Organ Accompaniment (PDF)

      * *  Vidi Aquam — Organ Accompaniment (PDF)



IT IS A FACT that not all churches “back in the day” sang the Propers.  Some churches omitted them, although this was contrary to liturgical law.  Much evidence could be produced, for example:

      * *  Omitting the Propers — References from the 1930s (PDF)



For reference purposes, here’s the title page information:

THE COMPLETE PROPER OF THE MASS 
Set to Gregorian Themes and Psalm Tones for Sundays and Feasts of the Liturgical Year 

by Andrew Green, O.S.B. and Rev. Herman J. Koch, Ph.D. 

1956 Revised Edition 

IMPRIMATUR: 
Edward J. Hunkeler (27 September 1956) 
Archiepiscopus Kansanopolitanus in Kansas 

Copyright 1946 Diocese of Leavenworth


 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“Many of those who have influenced the reform […] have no love, and no veneration of that which has been handed down to us. They begin by despising everything that is actually there.”

— Cardinal Antonelli (Peritus during the Second Vatican Council)
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