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PDF Download • Saint Noël Chabanel Mass Setting (“Holy, Holy, Holy”) for the Ordinary Form

Jeff Ostrowski · August 18, 2023 
OHN VIANNEY had great difficulty learning Latin. I can sympathize, since I’ve studied Latin since the 1990s with virtually nothing to show for it. I do have some amazing friends whose Latin fluency is perfect.  They’ve stressed that many online “Latin experts” are actually charlatans—so I console myself with that. In college, I studied with a Latin and Greek teacher (trained long ago by Jesuits) associated with the famous NORTON ANTHOLOGIES. His favorite phrase was: Verbum sat sapienti. That means: “A word to the wise is enough.”

A Word To The Wise? • Readers are doubtless aware of the sad state of education these days. We receive emails from all over the world. Many come from outstanding and inspiring Catholics, filling my soul with hope. On the other hand, we also receive messages—from supposedly educated people!—so garbled and betraying such limited grasp of the English language I scarcely know how to respond. This reality can make it dangerous to speak in any sort of “sophisticated” way for fear somebody will misunderstand.

Tricking My Friend • One of my friends is CORRINNE MAY, a platinum artist who lives in Singapore. I was able to trick her into recording plainsong sections of the Chabanel Mass. Sending her a text message, I justified my actions: “It’s okay to lie if you’re trying to accomplish something good.” Needless to say, that’s totally false (since ends do not justify means) but she knew I was kidding. I guess my point is, it’s cool to have friends you can goof around with. Best of all, I ended up with her dazzlingly beautiful voice singing the plainsong! (See below.)

Chabanel Mass • I have put together a Mass in Honor of Saint Noël Chabanel for the Ordinary Form. It involves your CONGREGATION, your CANTRIX, and your CHOIR. The Mass consists of seven movements. The other day I released the LAMB OF GOD. The other movements will most likely be released next week. We’re putting finishing touches on the rehearsal videos. Today I release the HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. The Mass setting was designed to be extremely brief and—since it’s vernacular—suitable for those whose priests have forbidden the traditional lingua sacra of the church:



Free rehearsal videos for each individual voice await you at #39167.



To freely download the PDF score, locate #39167.

Guessing The Priest • The polphonic “extension” never gets old, because it uses all the wonderful techniques we discussed during Sacred Music Symposium 2023.  As if the canonic sections and points of imitation were insufficiently stupendous, the composer works in all kinds of stepwise ascending lines, while other voices sing melodies in augmentation (“oblique motion”).  So far, nobody has guessed where the polyphony came from. I did reveal it was written by a priest who lived in the 16th century, but I won’t say more than that.  Once you realize what the piece is based on, it seems so obvious! (By the way, using today’s hipster language, this Mass setting is very “based.”)



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


It is unworthy that the stone holds Him, Who encloses everything in His hand, Locked in by the forbidding rock. (“Indígnum est cujus claudúntur cuncta pugíllo | Ut tegat inclúsum rupe vetánte lapis.”)

— SALVE FESTA DIES (Eastertide)
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