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PDF Download • “Vespers Accompaniment Booklet” (Fifth Sunday after Easter) — 20 pages

Jeff Ostrowski · May 5, 2023 
ATHER ROBERT SKERIS always had one question: “What does his choir sound like?” He was drawing a distinction between how easy it is to talk or write about church music as opposed to how quickly a choir director’s flaws and shortcomings are revealed the instant his choir starts singing in real life. To recruit, teach, inspire, and retain volunteer choir members is no easy task! Anybody can go on the internet and spend hours tearing others down. But only those who stand in front a choir in real life—producing music each week with volunteers—realize the difference between THEORY and PRACTICE.

Never Forget! • Readers would be shocked if they saw some of the hateful comments we’ve received over the years. This is to be expected. Never forget that 90% of people who make nasty comments online are miserable, lonely, bored people in real life. About twenty years ago, my friend David Hughes said to me: “Real choirmasters have no time for internet drama; they’re too busy making music.” He was correct.

Concrete Example • Accompanying VESPERS on the organ is a good example. Most organists can easily accompany VESPERS if they are alone; but accompanying an entire congregation in real life is a different story. There are so many variables at play. That is why I have been releasing the organ accompaniment booklets scores I create each week.

*  PDF Download • “VESPERS ACCOMPANIMENT” (5th Sunday after Easter)

—For the Fifth Sunday after Easter (Extraordinary Form): “Pétite Sunday”.


Jeff Is Criticized • Many have asked why I always wait to release these booklets. The truth is, I find them incredibly tedious to produce. Therefore, I’m usually behind schedule. However, in this instance, the FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER won’t occur until 14 May 2023 … so I’m actually ahead of schedule for once!





 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“We know that originally the offertories of the repertoire included a series of verses, just like the introit and the communion, but generally more ornate. Many of these are musical compositions of great beauty. They quickly fell into disuse, and we find them only in the most ancient manuscripts. The only remaining trace of this older arrangement in our present-day liturgy is that of the offertory of the Requiem Mass.”

— Dom Joseph Gajard (1956)
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