	 Skip to primary navigation
	 Skip to main content
	 Skip to primary sidebar

Corpus Christi Watershed
“If we do not love those whom we see, how can we love God, Whom we do not see?” Bishop Fulton J. Sheen





                  
                    
                  
                


	Our Team
	Our Editorial Policy
	Who We Are
	How To Contact Us



	Pew Resources
	Brébeuf Catholic Hymnal
	Jogues Illuminated Missal
	KYRIALE • Saint Antoine Daniel
	Campion Missal, 3rd Edition



	MUSICAL WEBSITES
	René Goupil Gregorian Chant
	Noël Chabanel Psalms
	Nova Organi Harmonia (2,279 pages)
	Roman Missal, 3rd Edition
	Father Enemond Massé Manuscripts
	Lalemant Polyphonic
	Guillaume Couture Gregorian Chant



	Miscellaneous
	Site Map
	Secrets of the Conscientious Choirmaster
	“Wedding March” for lazy organists
	Emporium Kevin Allen
	Saint Jean de Lalande Library
	Sacred Music Symposium 2023
	The Eight Gregorian Modes
	Gradual by Pothier’s Protégé
	Mass in Honor of Saint Noël Chabanel



	Donate
	





PDF Download • Belgian “Ordinary of the Mass” (Organ Accompaniment) — 191 pages

Jeff Ostrowski · March 9, 2023 
EFARIOUS. The word nefarious is defined by the dictionary as: flagrantly wicked or criminal. I would love to know how many readers experienced the same nefarious behavior I did while attending college. Each semester, we were forced to purchase outrageously overpriced textbooks. Each of them cost as much as $130.00—which is the equivalent of $342.36 in today’s currency. When the semester was over, we could sell our books back to the university, but usually only received about $8.00 (!) for each book. To make matters worse, each year the self-same textbooks were published in a “new edition.” The content was virtually identical, but all the formatting was altered, which meant the page numbers no longer corresponded. It’s insane that the perpetrators of this nefarious scheme were never prosecuted. (I really hope this situation no longer exists.)

The Opposite • When one encounters such nefarious acts, it’s easy to lose faith in humanity. Contrariwise, every so often one discovers people who—far from being nefarious—are generous, unselfish, and magnanimous. An example would be the professors at the LEMMENSINSTITUUT, who (at the height of WW2!) produced more than 3,000 pages of Gregorian Chant accompaniments. In an attempt to imitate this same spirit of generosity, we release today a professionally-scanned version of NOH Volume 5:

*  PDF Download • KYRIALE ORGAN ACCOMPANIMENTS (191 pages)

—Volume 5 • Nóva órgani harmónia ad graduále júxta editiónem vaticánam.




The following graphic shows the difference in quality between this professional scan and the version I created during the 1990s:





A few photographs of Volume 5:


			
				
			

			
				
			

			
				
			

			
				
			

			
				
			

			
				
			

			
				
			

			
				
			

		




“As It Was Intended” • The edition by the LEMMENSINSTITUUT does not follow the illicit elongations of Dom Mocquereau. Rather, they present the official edition as it was intended to be sung by its creators.1 The LEMMENSINSTITUUT marks each MMV (“Melismatic Mora Vocis”) with a tiny little dot. I am preparing an edition that contains little arrows to help singers notice the MMVs. My teacher found the MMVs very annoying to discern. I remember him laughing heartily, saying: “Those who followed the pure VATICANA had to place their noses next to the spine of the book to see whether the required width was actually there.” To him, such a procedure seemed absurd. Indeed, the bishop who baptized our children would often ask me: “Jeff, was it really true that singers had to place the plainsong books next to their noses to determine instances of morae vocis?” Indeed, in his 1939 textbook, Josef Gogniat confirms this method.  In the following image, the spine of the book is placed close to one’s nose:





Do you see how this “Gogniat-Spine-Nose” method makes it easy to see whether there is blank space equal to (or exceeding) the width of a single note-head?



1 This may have something to do with the fact that the LEMMENSINSTITUUT is located in Belgium, which is the country where Abbat Pothier took refuge with his monastery during the French anti-clerical persecution.




 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“Ways to receive Our Lord as King of the Universe…read and reflect on the Sunday Scriptures, plan your whole weekend around receiving your King, wear your best garments, spend time in quiet, kneel to receive Him, receive Him on the tongue, offer silent time of thanks after mass.”

— Most Rev. Bishop Strickland (15 December)
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