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PDF Download • Brief Polyphonic “Asperges Me” for SATB by Father Guerrero (d. 1599)

Jeff Ostrowski · September 20, 2022 
ORE THAN FIVE YEARS AGO, I decided to stop 1 composing music—and I can still remember the very day it happened. Dr. Calabrese was visiting Los Angeles, conducting the KYRIE from Father Guerrero’s Missa Beata Mater. Hearing that brief piece with only four voices, something powerful struck me. I realized Guerrero was composing “on a different level.” What I heard was the RESULT of a genuine genius—from boyhood immersed in the world’s most powerful music—composing in a way that makes the human voice sound as magnificent as it can in this world.

Physically Present • Recordings don’t count here. Nor do notes on a page. It’s all about being physically present and hearing Father Guerrero’s pristine counterpoint, his manipulation of overtones, his astounding use of imitation, his uncanny control of dissonance & consonance, and his incomparable rhythmic mastery. It required 400 years of musical experimentation all across Europe to produce the polyphonic miracle of Francisco Guerrero. I realized my efforts at composition were akin to demanding that I play alongside Larry Bird, Wilt Chamberlain, and Michael Jordan.

A Tiny Piece • The following is not even a real piece. Rather, it’s a brief excerpt of a very long composition by Father Guerrero. Nevertheless, I find it utterly captivating, and here’s my attempt at recording all the voices myself (to approximate how it sounds):

*  PDF Download • “ASPERGES ME” (Father Guerrero)



M Rehearsal videos for each individual voice await you at #47772.
Sadness: Most readers won’t click on the individual voice parts, and that makes me sad. When we post a “scandalous” liturgical video, we get 40,000 views. I wish we could garner as many views for the rehearsal videos because it’s incumbent upon us to revive authentic sacred music!





1 Technically, I have not completely stopped composing, but the small things I do compose—such as Gregorian accompaniments and short antiphons—are not “composing” in the sense of writing large-scale works (such as symphonies). Once in a blue moon, I still compose a larger work, but always under a fake name. I find that when I use my real name, people don’t tell me the honest truth vis-à-vis their feelings about my compositions. But when they believe somebody else wrote the piece, their praise (or criticism) tends to be more sincere.




 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


The Sacrifice is celebrated with many solemn rites, none of which should be deemed useless or superfluous. On the contrary, all of them tend to display the majesty of this august sacrifice, and to excite the faithful, when beholding these saving mysteries, to contemplate the divine things which lie concealed in the Eucharistic Sacrifice.

— Catechism of the Council of Trent (1566)
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