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PDF Download • No More OCP “Breaking Bread”

Jeff Ostrowski · February 22, 2022 
HE FOLLOWING was recently posted on a parish website in Washington State (near Vancouver, Canada). I do not have the pleasure of knowing the Catholic priest who wrote it, but the existence of his PDF manifesto was brought to my attention by several generous correspondents. His statement is nothing short of brilliant, and must have required hours to prepare and proofread.1

This thoughtful pastor wrote as follows:

*  PDF Download • Choosing A New Hymnal


I will let document speak for itself … but here are some items it covers:

Relevant Church Documents

A Quick Note on Amplification

Solo vs. Ensemble vs. Congregational Singing

Syncopated and “Jumpy” OCP Hymns

Metrical vs. Syncopated Hymns

Interchangeable Melodies

Catholic Tradition

The Pandemic and Additional Urgency

How will we pay for these hymnals?


An excerpt from the document:

“For a Church with a 2000-year history, it is bizarre that the vast majority of the liturgical music in use in American Catholic parishes today should have been written only after 1970. […] The Brébeuf hymnal has tried to remedy that in a truly inspiring way. The front section of the Brebeuf Hymnal is made up of 40 ancient and medieval Catholic hymns. These hymns are first presented in their original Latin and then each is presented in different English translations done by translators from different eras; and then each translation is set to multiple hymn tunes. As the publishers of the hymnal state in their introduction: The ancient Latin hymns contain rich theology. For this reason, we have included numerous translations—since no single translation can fully capture the meaning. As I was reviewing this hymnal, I was surprised to realize that many hymns that Catholics know and love are actually based on much older Latin hymns that were translated after the Reformation, and I was amazed to see how the same Latin hymn could produce two different, incredibly rich translations. The back section of the Brebeuf Hymnal consists of 225 Supplemental Hymns, which simply means they are not as ancient or as liturgically important as the hymns in the first section. Looking through this second section, I saw an incredible wealth and variety of hymns that our community already knows and loves, which alleviated some of my fears about the first section being too restrictive or foreign.”


Someday I would very much like to meet the priest who created this document. He has an awesome first name!







The pew book Father Jeffrey Moore recommends (cf. above document) is named in honor of one of the bravest saints of North America: The Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal.

 





NOTES FROM THIS ARTICLE:

1   The document is somewhat critical of the approach taken by Oregon Catholic Press (“OCP”). When I can find the time, I would like to discuss some of the recent steps taken by OCP. In particular, I wish to analyze a despicable OCP YouTube video (chock-full of blatant lies) which is essentially a shameful attack on Archbishop Sample.


 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 




			
Filed Under: Articles, Featured Tagged With: Father Jeffrey Moore, OCP Breaking Bread, Oregon Catholic Press Last Updated: March 7, 2022
Subscribe






    
        
        It greatly helps us if you subscribe to our mailing list!

        * indicates required


	Email Address  *

	
	


	
		

		

	
    
    

    

    










About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“I examined him in your presence, and could find no substance in any of the charges you bring against him; nor could Herod, when I referred you to him. It is plain that he has done nothing which deserves death. I will scourge him, and then he shall go free.”

— Pontius Pilate
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