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PDF Download • “Holy Week and Easter with Gregorian Chant” (797 pages)

Jeff Ostrowski · July 23, 2020 
E WOULD LIKE to thank Mæstro Gustavo Adolfo Valencia Caro for providing this exquisite book—which is extremely rare—printed in Belgium in 1949. Now that Pope Francis has allowed certain parishes to use the “pre-1955” Holy Week, this book is even more welcome than it otherwise would be. Speaking of the “pre-1955” Holy Week, we hope to make an announcement vis-à-vis the 3rd edition of the Saint Edmund Campion Missal before too long…but that will have to wait for another day.

*  PDF Download • HOLY WEEK & EASTER OCTAVE (1949)

—Extremely large PDF file (139MB); 797 pages long.

What a treasure this 797-page book is!



This book is designed for choirs, yet includes the complete Gregorian settings of the Passion of our Lord—I’m not entirely sure why, but it’s very welcome:



Just like the Brébeuf Hymnal, each verse of every hymn is carefully notated, which is wonderful for singers:



The red initials and rubrics are gorgeous:



The red markers for each singer during the Passions are quite striking, and very helpful:



The rhythm is marked according to the “pure” Editio Vaticana, which is still the official rhythm of the Church:



The CANON MISSAE is elegant:



The book demonstrates a prepossessing use of subtle graphics and gentle fonts:



When it comes to the Divine Office, some of the chants are quite intricate—I would need to practice these in advance before attempting them:



Everything required for each Mass is conveniently provided—KYRIE, GLORIA, and so on:



The editors really did think of everything—they even include the “Pange Lingua” of Saint Thomas Aquinas for Holy Thursday, instead of forcing you to consult another book (as some collections do). Just as in the Brébeuf Hymnal, each and every verse is carefully “written out” (notated) directly underneath the musical notes:



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Far from dreading an encounter with the Iroquois, Fr. Garnier often told us he would be quite content to fall into their hands and remain their prisoner if—while they were torturing him—he at least had a chance of instructing them as long as his torments lasted. If they allowed him to live, it would afford him a golden opportunity to work for their conversion, which was now impossible, since the gateway to their country was closed as long as they were our enemies.

— Father Ragueneau (Jesuit Relations)





		
		Recent Posts


			
					Saint Paul’s Choir School • “My Reflections”
									
	
					Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
									
	
					(5 March 2024) • Interview with Diana Corliss
									
	
					PDF Downloads • “Contemporary Sacred Music”
									
	
					“The Christian Can Only Be an Optimist!”
									



		

Subscribe






    
        
        Subscribe

        * indicates required


	Email Address  *

	
	


	
		

		

	
    
    

    

    









Search this website






Copyright © 2024 Corpus Christi Watershed · Isaac Jogues on Genesis Framework · WordPress · Log in
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