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PDF Download • “Rorate Mass” (13 pages) —Dec 2017

Jeff Ostrowski · December 13, 2017 
    O PREPARE for our sunrise Rorate Mass on Saturday morning (here at FSSP.la) I have completely redone the booklet from which we will sing.  It’s one of my better booklets, and I think you’ll appreciate how I’ve indicated starting pitches.

    * *  PDF Download • RORATE MASS (13 pages)

The famed Mrs. Veronica Brandt generously helped me create the Offertory Hymn—thanks to the melody found in Hymni de Tempore et de Sanctis—to which we added an “Urbanite” translation by Fr. Adrian Fortescue (d. 1923).  We chose Mass X, which is supposedly a more ancient “Blessed Virgin Mass” than Mass IX—although Mass IX is also fantastic.

I do not know a more gorgeous melody or text than Virgo Dei Genitrix, which we selected to sing during Communion.  Do you?



Here is the translation for VERBUM SUPERNUM PRODIENS—for Advent, not the one by St. Thomas Aquinas—by Fortescue:

(Advent) Verbum Supernum Prodiens 

IGH WORD of God, 
coming forth from the eternal Father, 
who being born in the fullness of time 
dost succour the world; 

2. Enlighten now our hearts 
and burn them with love of thee, 
that leaving earthly things 
they be filled with heavenly joy. 

3. And when the tribunal of the great judge 
condemns the wicked to fire, 
when his voice calls 
the good to their reward in heaven, 

4. Let us not be cast into the darkness 
to burn in flames, 
but may we share the joy of heaven, 
seeing the face of God. 

5. To the Father, to the Son, 
to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was, so always 
for all ages be glory.


Somebody has created an alternate version of the same hymn, but the melody is not identical.

Veronica also sent Latin only version, for people who don’t like English translations.

(Of course, I’m not sure how perfect that Fortescue translation is, because Pope Urban VIII messed with some of the hymns pretty bad…)

 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


It is known that the “mora vocis” is part of the compulsory rules of recital of the “Vaticana” and is indicated in the Editio typica and its reprints by a somewhat larger spacing of the neume (one space-line) within one group of neuma.

— 1953 Schwann Edition (PREFACE)
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