	 Skip to primary navigation
	 Skip to main content
	 Skip to primary sidebar

Corpus Christi Watershed
“If we do not love those whom we see, how can we love God, Whom we do not see?” Bishop Fulton J. Sheen





                  
                    
                  
                


	Our Team
	Our Editorial Policy
	Who We Are
	How To Contact Us



	Pew Resources
	Brébeuf Catholic Hymnal
	Jogues Illuminated Missal
	KYRIALE • Saint Antoine Daniel
	Campion Missal, 3rd Edition



	MUSICAL WEBSITES
	René Goupil Gregorian Chant
	Noël Chabanel Psalms
	Nova Organi Harmonia (2,279 pages)
	Roman Missal, 3rd Edition
	Father Enemond Massé Manuscripts
	Lalemant Polyphonic
	Guillaume Couture Gregorian Chant



	Miscellaneous
	Site Map
	Secrets of the Conscientious Choirmaster
	“Wedding March” for lazy organists
	Emporium Kevin Allen
	Saint Jean de Lalande Library
	Sacred Music Symposium 2023
	The Eight Gregorian Modes
	Gradual by Pothier’s Protégé
	Mass in Honor of Saint Noël Chabanel



	Donate
	





PDF Download • “How To Serve Mass” (1651)

Jeff Ostrowski · November 29, 2017 
    ERY LITTLE has escaped our perusal when it comes to research materials for the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal.  We even look through ancient Roman Catholic Primers, which (believe it or not) translate into English the Breviary hymns, and some of these books date back more than 400 years—not long after the time of King Henry VIII.  As Eamon Duffy has pointed out, however, such Primers contain much more than English hymn translations.

The following was taken from a 1651AD Primer:

    * *  PDF Download • “How to serve Mass” (1651AD)

The Brébeuf hymnal does have beautiful hymn texts and tunes by modern composers and Catholics poets—but we also include some excellent ancient hymns.  I’ve never seen any book that comes close to what we’re putting together, and I find myself in awe of the knowledge displayed by the scholars serving on our hymnal committee.  And I end up feeling pretty inadequate!



A few excerpts:

When you see the Priest spread his Hands over the Chalice,
 light your Wax-Candle; kneel, and with your other Hand
 hold up the Vestment, till the Elevation be past;
 that done, kiss the Vestment, put out the Candle;
 and so often as you pass by the Blessed Sacrament,
 do Reverence on your Knees.

[ … ] 

The Clerk kneeling must give the Pax to the Priest to kiss,
 and answer, “P. Pax tecum. C. Et cum spiritu tuo.”
 Pausing a little, arise, make Adoration to the Sacrament,
 give the Pax to those present, observe Order of calling, and Years:
 Which done, be ready to give Wine and Water to the Priest;
 and if there be Communicants, provide Towel and Taper,
 and say Confiteor: After they have received the Host,
 give them Wine, remove the Book to the Left Hand
 of the Altar, take away the Towel, depart to your former place.

[ … ] 

So put out the Candles, and look they spoil not
 the Altar-Clothes, and lay up all handsomely.
 If you have leisure, meditate a while, kiss the Altar, saying,
 “I will adore in the Place where his Feet stood,” and depart.


 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 




			
Filed Under: Articles, PDF Download  Last Updated: January 1, 2020
Subscribe






    
        
        It greatly helps us if you subscribe to our mailing list!

        * indicates required


	Email Address  *

	
	


	
		

		

	
    
    

    

    










About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Far from dreading an encounter with the Iroquois, Fr. Garnier often told us he would be quite content to fall into their hands and remain their prisoner if—while they were torturing him—he at least had a chance of instructing them as long as his torments lasted. If they allowed him to live, it would afford him a golden opportunity to work for their conversion, which was now impossible, since the gateway to their country was closed as long as they were our enemies.

— Father Ragueneau (Jesuit Relations)
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