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Twelve (12) PDF Guides To Pronouncing Latin

Jeff Ostrowski · May 1, 2015 
ULTON J. SHEEN read every word St. Thomas Aquinas ever wrote, at least once.  He often repeated the Latin phrase «TIMEO VIRUM UNIUS LIBRI» (a phrase attributed to the Angelic Doctor) and I encourage you to look it up when you get a chance—it will become obvious why I mention it here.

Most Catholic priests pronounce Latin as follows:

(PDF) Guide No. 1   * * Very Good 
Proper of the Mass (Carlo Rossini, 1933) 

(PDF) Guide No. 2 
Parish Book of Chant (CMAA, 2008) 

(PDF) Guide No. 3 
Mass & Vespers (Solesmes, 1957) 

(PDF) Guide No. 4 
Complete Proper of the Mass (Green & Koch, 1946) 

(PDF) Guide No. 5 
the Liber Usualis (Solesmes, 1961) 

(PDF) Guide No. 6 
A Textbook of Gregorian Chant (Dom Gregory Suñol, 1929) 

(PDF) Guide No. 7 
Basic Gregorian Chant (Sister Demetria, 1960) 

(PDF) Guide No. 8 
Chants of the Church (Solesmes, 1953) 

(PDF) Guide No. 9 
Gregorian Chants for Church and School (Goodchild, 1944) 

(PDF) Guide No. 10 
A New School of Gregorian Chant (Johner, 1925) 

(PDF) Guide No. 11 
Fundamentals of Gregorian chant (Heckenlively, 1950) 

(PDF) Guide No. 12 • 47-Page Book 
Correct Latin Pronunciation acc. to Roman Usage (De Angelis, 1937)


Fr. Carlo Rossini’s version is probably the best.



PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION to the “common pitfalls” Americans fall into, like saying “ihn” instead of “een” for the Latin word in.  Or saying, “ih-mack-yoo-lah-tuh” instead of “ee-mah-coo-lah-tah” for the Latin word immaculáta.  Or saying “Doe-mee-nay” instead of “Doh-mee-neh” for the Latin word Dómine.  That being said, these rules can be taken too far.  I’ve served the Latin Mass for priests from all over the world: Australia, Austria, Germany, France, England, America, Mexico, China, Puerto Rico, and so on.  It is rare to hear a priest say “CHEH-lee” for the Latin word cæli.  Most say “chay-lee,” and there’s no use losing sleep over this!
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 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).


Primary Sidebar



Corpus Christi Watershed




Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“There is no music worth hearing save that written in the last 40 years.”

— Johannes Tinctoris (1477)
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