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PDF Download • “Audi Benigne Conditor” (Organ Accompaniment)

Jeff Ostrowski · March 13, 2022 
T IS SOMEWHAT remarkable how difficult it is to find accompaniments for Vespers. Without question, the best source is the Nova Organi Harmonia—using, of course, the search function, which is COMMAND+F on a Mac, or CONTROL+F on a Windows computer. People like Giulio Bas, Joseph Hanisch, John Lambert and Peter Wagner also harmonized parts of the Divine Office, which you can conveniently download at the Lalande Library—but those collections are problematic in various ways. In Lent, the organ is permitted “to accompany the voices.” We have posted a number of articles with Vespers resources.

Here’s an accompaniment I created:

*  PDF Download • “Audi Benígne Cónditor”

—Harmonization by Jeff Ostrowski (15 March 2020).


Do you see how every verse is written out? This imitates the accompaniments for the Brébeuf hymnal:



Below is “Audi Benigne Conditor” as it appeared approximately 1425AD:





By the way, here’s an organ accompaniment to AUDI BENIGNE CONDITOR by Marcel Dupré (d. 1971), whom some consider the greatest concert organist of all time:





Our parish has five Sunday Masses, plus Vespers. I am so glad the Brébeuf hymnal provides numerous different tunes for each hymn, because I would go crazy playing the same tune six times in one day!



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


The claim that the bishop or the priest originally celebrated “versus populum” is a legend, which Otto Nussbaum (d. 1999) originally did a great deal to spread.

— Dr. Helmut Hoping (University of Freiburg)
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