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PDF Download • “Two Easy Advent Hymns”

Andrea Leal · November 27, 2021 
F YOU’RE INTERESTED in adding a new hymn into your Advent repertoire, Ecce Clara Vox Intonat is one that can be learned without too much difficulty. A quick YouTube search will provide a plethora of recordings to help you learn it. You can access a poetic translation; I also provide a literal translation—see below—by Father Joesph Connelly, who served as professor of Gregorian Chant at Saint Mary’s Seminary (New Oscott, Birmingham) from 1934-1956.

*  PDF Download • Vox Clara Ecce Intonat

—Easy Gregorian Hymn for Advent.


Literal Translation:

1. The Baptist’s message of rebuke rings loud and clear through all the world of darkness: Away with dreams of darkness. Jesus, the light, is shining in the sky.

2. Let the slothful soul now arise and no longer lie earth-bound, for a new sun is now shining, Christ, Who will take away every sin.

3. Behold the Lamb is sent to us to pay freely the debt we owe. Therefore let all of us together, with tears of sorrow, ask for His pardon…

4. So that when He comes in glory at the end of time and causes fear in all hearts, He will not then punish us, as our sins deserve, but in His pity be our protector.




A Little History: Ecce Clara Vox Intonat seems to have originated in the 6th century, and is sometimes attributed to St. Ambrose. It has historically been used during the Office of Lauds during Advent, but when you read through the translation you might agree that it could certainly be sung during Sunday Masses in Advent, perhaps especially during the 3rd Sunday of Advent in the Extraordinary Form where the Gospel quotes John the Baptist saying, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord…” (John 1: 19-28)



REMINDER: If you want one more easy hymn to sing during Advent, why not try the Gaude, Dei Genitrix? It is also quite appropriate to the Advent season.

*  PDF Download • Gaude Dei Genitrix

—Easy Gregorian Hymn for Advent.


Rejoice, Mother of God, spotless Virgin;

rejoice, for thou hast received joy from the Angel;

rejoice, thou hast brought forth the splendor of eternal light; Mother, Rejoice;

rejoice, Virgin Mother of God;

thou only art Mother and Virgin;

all creation praises thee,

Mother of the Light;

be for us, we pray,

a perpetual intercessor.


 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Andrea Leal
Andrea Leal is a wife and homeschooling mother of 6 children. She serves as choir director for the Traditional Latin Mass in Las Vegas.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“What will be the results of this innovation? The results expected, or rather desired, are that the faithful will participate in the liturgical mystery with more understanding, in a more practical, a more enjoyable and a more sanctifying way.” [Enjoyable?]

— Pope Paul VI (26 Nov 1969)
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