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PDF Download • The “1965 Missal” (1,785 pages)

Jeff Ostrowski · July 19, 2021 
N 16 JULY 2021, Pope Francis issued a truly perplexing motu proprio called Traditionis Custodes. In the very recent past, Pope Francis has issued documents supporting the traditional rites. For instance, consider the Vatican document issued on 22 february 2020. Traditionis Custodes took effect immediately, which is bizarre. Out of the whole world, Pope Francis picked Cardinal Sarah and asked him to “continue the good liturgical work begun by Pope Benedict XVI.” None of this makes sense—and once we’ve had time to process this letter, we’ll have more commentary.

Mysterious Choice Of Words: In the document, Pope Francis repeatedly references “the Missal antecedent to the reform of 1970.” According to Canon lawyers, laws which restrict “are to be interpreted strictly,” i.e., narrowly. According to the dictionary definition, the word “antecedent” means preceding in time or order:





The 1965 Missal: This perplexing document of Pope Francis, therefore, seems to be making reference to the 1965 Missale Romanum, which was “the Missal antecedent to the reform of 1970.” There might be ways to explain away his bizarre choice of words—and I have no doubt some will attempt to do precisely that. Corpus Christi Watershed scanned the complete 1965 MISSAL back in 2013:

*  PDF Download • 1965 MISSALE ROMANUM (1,785 pages)

Warning! This is a large file: 120MB


What does this mean? Do words matter? I suppose time will tell.



The 1965 Missal • What is it?

The 1965 Missal resembles the 1962 Missal and the 1970 Missal. But it’s identical to neither.

Differences between the 1965 and 1962 editions of the Missal:

(1) The 1965 allows the vernacular for all prayers except the Offertory; the 1962 does not allow the vernacular.

(2) The 1965 has various “Eucharistic Prayers”—added in June 1968, if memory serves—but the 1962 has only the ancient Roman Canon.

(3) Certain ceremonies in the 1965 differ from the 1962: the Nuptial Mass, the feast of the Purification, Ash Wednesday, and so forth.

(4) The 1965 contains certain Prefaces which the 1962 does not contain.

(5) Certain editions of the 1965 Missal allow concelebration, which the 1962 Missal only allows at Ordinations.

(6) The Prayer for the Jews on Good Friday was modified (yet again).

(7) Certain parts of the 1965 Missal can be sung aloud—if memory serves—which cannot be sung in the 1962, such as the Minor Elevation.

(8) Certain parts of the 1966 “Appendix” resemble in no way the 1962 Missal.

(9) The 1965 Missal requires a Subdeacon.






The 1965 Missal • Sample Pages

















 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“Angularis fundamentum” is typically sung at the dedication or consecration of a church and on church anniversaries.  For constructions too numerous to list in recent generations, it would be more appropriate to sing that Christ had been made a temporary foundation. A dispirited generation built temporary housing for its Lord, and in the next millnenium, the ease of its removal may be looked back upon as its chief virtue.

— Fr. George Rutler (2016)
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