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PDF • “Creator Alme Siderum” (Organ Accompaniment)

Jeff Ostrowski · December 8, 2018 
   HEN I LOOK BACK at things I’ve done in the past, I usually hate them. Can you relate? I always look back at something and feel I could have done much better. I’m also somebody who forgets what they do—even if it happened yesterday!

Here is something I created in 2014:

* *  PDF • ORGANIST (“Creator Alme Siderum”)

* *  PDF • Singer Score (“Creator Alme Siderum”)


If I find the time, I’ll make a new version using the harmonies found in the Nova Organi Harmonia by Flor Peeters. Until then, this version will have to do… You will notice the translation for the Singer Score is by Fr. Adrian Fortescue (d. 1923). By the way, the way this hymn is treated in the Brébeuf Hymnal is nothing short of magnificent—but, of course, I am biased!



Writing out every verse is crucial. That’s why a team of people spent five years writing out more than 3,000 pages of accompaniments for the Brébeuf hymnal. By the way, the Brébeuf hymnal has a special version of this melody as #182.

Updated:

The life of a choirmaster is mentally and physically demanding, but there are glorious moments, too—and hearing the entire congregation sing this at Vespers (alternating men & women, accompanied by organ) is absolutely one of those fantastic moments! We pause at the end of each line; and I smile from ear to ear because of the beauty. So gorgeous!  But it would not have been a success if we used a technique which has every verse “piled up,” such as this example of the Pentecost hymn:


 
 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Thus the priest-celebrant, putting on the person of Christ, alone offers sacrifice, and not the people, nor clerics, nor even priests who reverently assist. All, however, can and should take an active part in the Sacrifice. “The Christian people, though participating in the Eucharistic Sacrifice, do not thereby possess a priestly power,” We stated in the Encyclical Mediator Dei (AAS, vol 39, 1947, p. 553).

— Pope Pius XII (2 November 1954)
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