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PDF Download • A “Bright” Eucharistic Hymn

Jeff Ostrowski · May 1, 2018 
LEASE ALLOW ME TO CLEAR UP a misconception about the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal (forthcoming), which is being produced by an international team of Catholics, including priests and laymen.  It is certainly true that the JP2 Institute has commissioned new tunes and new texts for this book—and they’re magnificent.  However, the majority of the book consists of traditional tunes and texts.  An example would be the following German melody, which is featured prominently.

The Brébeuf hymnal contains several fabulous English translations of this hymn—but I would like to demonstrate that it can also be sung in Latin:



 
REHEARSAL VIDEOS for each individual voice and PDF score await you at #89325.


Many readers won’t click on that link (#89325)—thereby depriving themselves of the PDF score: all eight pages!  This breaks my heart.

Other readers will avoid clicking that link (#89325)—and consequently miss the opportunity to sing along with the individual voice parts, which are extremely fun.  This makes me sad.



HE SAINT Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal discriminated based on the excellence of hymn melodies and hymn texts.  To be honest, we were not totally sure a book could be produced with the high standards we adopted, but it turns out it can!  The biggest obstacle we currently face is whether to include the Spanish hymns we’ve prepared, because we don’t want the book to be too heavy.  After all, there is something pleasant about holding a book that’s just the right size.  By the way, here is a recording of this hymn by the Vatican (using the plainsong melody).  I consider the organ accompaniment very nice.

In a few weeks, final proofreading will commence.  Those interested in proofreading the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal should email the committee.  My understanding is they’re searching for proofreaders.  Make sure the word “proofreader” is in your email’s subject line.

 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“Victoria not only made his professional debut as church organist: he also continued active on the organ bench until the very eve of his death.  Indeed, during his last seven years at Madrid (1604-1611) he occupied no other musical post but that of convent organist.”

— Dr. Robert Stevenson (1961)
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