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World’s Easiest Organ Processional (PDF)

Jeff Ostrowski · March 27, 2017 
    OROWITZ USED TO SPEAK of pianists who practice a piece 100 times, then go on stage and practice it for the 101st time.  A few weeks ago, I was forced to listen to a pianist “practicing” by playing a piece from start to finish—over and over.  She did not carefully isolate the trouble spots, searching for solutions.  She gave little thought to architecture.  She did not practice “in rhythms” (as Ruth Slenczynska would say).  She simply played the entire thing from start to finish, slowing down at the hard spots.  I wanted to scream!  The point Horowitz was trying to make is that we must understand the end result.  Practice should be quite different from performance.  To give an example, a section that’s already perfect should not be “practiced” over and over—because doing so will lead to a stale performance.  And so forth.

This easy piece will guarantee no wrong notes:

    * *  PDF Download • EASY ORGAN PROCESSIONAL

I have a confession to make: I can’t stand hearing wrong notes (unless your name is Edwin Fischer or Alfred Cortot).  I would rather hear a simple piece played perfectly than a difficult piece played poorly. 1

Half the battle when playing the organ is choosing the registration.  This includes eliminating any stops that are severely out of tune.  The reality is, when you have 15 seconds to become acquainted with a new organ, “the simpler the better.”  If you have months and months, that’s a different story.  For the record, Spe Salvi is also quite easy.

Another way to get my point across would be: Nobody cares how we practice—the only thing that matters is the performance.

Practicing with the “end result” in mind is extremely draining, yet absolutely essential to a performer.  Like it or not, every church musician is a performer (although we are much more than that, as Dr. Tappan reminds us).





NOTES FROM THIS ARTICLE:

1   I especially hate when organists insist on using the pedal, even though they have to greatly reduce the hymn’s tempo to accomplish this.  That drives me nuts—but unfortunately this practice is widespread.  Those not skilled enough to play the hymn at the correct tempo should omit pedals until they can be added without destroying the piece.


 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).


Primary Sidebar



Corpus Christi Watershed




Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“Some of our younger parish clergy read their sermons. This should not be done except for some very special reason. The priest who is not capable of preparing and delivering a brief, clear instruction on Catholic teaching to his people is not fit to be in parish work. The people as a rule do not want to listen to a sermon reader.”

— Archbishop of Baltimore (9 July 1929)
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