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PDF Download • “Hymn to Christ the King” (SATB)

Jeff Ostrowski · March 29, 2021 
NTIL POPE PIUS XI instituted the feast of Christ the King (in 1925, the jubilee year), the KINGSHIP OF CHRIST was traditionally celebrated on the Epiphany and on Palm Sunday. Indeed, the 1961 Ordo Hebdomadae Sanctae says for Palm Sunday: Nihil impedit, quominus cantetur a fidelibus hymnus Christus vincit, vel alius cantus in honorem Christi Regis. Translated into English, that means: “The faithful may also sing the hymn CHRISTUS VINCIT or any other chant in honor of Christ the King.” Yesterday—which was Palm Sunday—we sang a Hymn to Christ the King called Te Saeculorum Principem. We used the harmonies from the Brébeuf hymnal, and the mood of this melody was just perfect for Palm Sunday. A literal English translation is included:

*  PDF Download • Te Sæculorum Principem (SATB)

—Using the Hymn Tune of “Notre Dame” with Brébeuf harmonies.


In this recording from yesterday, you can hear a baby crying:





The fifth verse of “Te Saeculorum Principem” is particularly beautiful:

For this art Thou concealed

on the altar by the form of

bread and wine, pouring forth

salvation upon Thy children

from Thy pierced heart.


Number 753 in the Brébeuf hymnal is “Te Saeculorum Principem,” with a wonderful English translation by Father Fitzpatrick.



Below you will find five (5) rare translations of “Te Saeculorum Principem”—and these can be sung to the “Notre Dame” tune above.

(1)  English Translation • Stanbrook Benedictines


(2)  English Translation • Monsignor Henry


(3)  English Translation • Alan McDougall


(4)  English Translation • Father Fitzpatrick


(5)  English Translation • Walter Shewring


The translation by Shewring is also #143 in the London Oratory Hymn Book.

Our recessional yesterday was “Vexilla Regis Prodeunt” (sung in English), which is Number 529 in the Brébeuf hymnal.



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


“The choir shall henceforth sing or say no anthems of our Lady or other Saints, but only of our Lord, and then not in Latin; but choosing out the best and most sounding to Christian religion they shall turn the same into English, setting thereunto a plain and distinct note for every syllable one: they shall sing them and none other.”

— 1548 Edict of King Edward VI (a heretic) for Lincoln Cathedral





		
		Recent Posts


			
					Paul Inwood: It’s a “Miracle” (his word) the Traditional Latin Mass Still Exists
									
	
					Saint Paul’s Choir School • “My Reflections”
									
	
					Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
									
	
					(5 March 2024) • Interview with Diana Corliss
									
	
					PDF Downloads • “Contemporary Sacred Music”
									



		

Subscribe






    
        
        Subscribe

        * indicates required


	Email Address  *

	
	


	
		

		

	
    
    

    

    









Search this website






Copyright © 2024 Corpus Christi Watershed · Isaac Jogues on Genesis Framework · WordPress · Log in

			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















