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Quick Thoughts


“Jesus Christ is Ris’n Today” (Simplified)
I hate hearing organists play wrong notes. I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #699 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. The hymn is “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today.” I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to help amateur organists. The last one I uploaded was downloaded more than 1,900 times in a matter of hours. Hence, there seems to be interest in such a project. Also, rehearsal videos for each individual voice can be found at this URL link completely free of charge!
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Strangest Of All…” • (Fortescue)
In his illustrious 1912 tome—The Mass: A Study Of The Roman Liturgy—Father Adrian Fortescue spoke of sequences, writing: “Strangest of all were the vernacular sequences in France and Germany, or those partly vernacular and partly Latin.” Our volunteer choir experimented with that on Holy Thursday, mixing Latin verses with an English refrain. For the record, Monsignor Knox taught alongside Fortescue at the Westminster seminary (located near Ware, England), and the aforementioned 1912 book’s editor was Monsignor Bernard Ward, president of that seminary.
—Jeff Ostrowski
William Byrd • “Mass for Five Voices”
Working with volunteers can be discouraging, but always remember there’s light at the end of the tunnel. Yesterday, during PALM SUNDAY MASS, our 100% volunteer choir pulled out the SANCTUS from William Byrd’s “Mass for Five Voices.”  This colossal performance was the result. (They literally didn't know I was going to have them sing that piece until 15 seconds before we sang it. We hadn’t looked at it and weeks.)


—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Don Fernando de las Infantas wrote to the Pope, trying to get him to stop Palestrina from corrupting all the plainsong editions: “The errors which certain musicians, in all good faith, think they have found in plainchant are not errors at all, but on the contrary contain some of the most beautiful musical passages ever written.”

— Don Fernando de las Infantas (1578 A.D.)
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			We’re under tremendous pressure to transfer our website to a “subscription model.”

We don’t want to do this. We believe our website should remain free to all. It’s annoying to have to search for login credentials (e.g. if you’re away from your desk).



Our president has written the following letter:

* Thirteen Men & Coins (Holy Thursday Appeal)

Traditionally on Holy Thursday, the priest washed the feet of thirteen men. Theologians held various opinions regarding whom the “13th man” represented. Before the liturgical changes of Pope Pius XII (which changed the number from thirteen to twelve), the priest washed each man’s feet, kissed his foot, and gave him a coin.

This “coin” business seems providential—inasmuch as our appeal begins on Holy Thursday this year.


					
				
				
				
				

				
							
								
						
										

									

									
						Are you able to support us? 

			
		

	

		
								
											
					
					I already give to CCWatershed.					
					 				

											
											
					
					I do not want to give to CCWatershed.					
					 				

											
											
					
					I would like to give, but I literally can't spare $3.00 per month.					
					 				

											
											
					
					I will give now! (lump sum or monthly)					
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			Show me this again later...			
		
	






























