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The Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal • Have you gotten your copy yet?

PROJECT 90 (I) 

The American Society of St. Caecilia respectfully submits to the 
consideration of their Eminences and their Excellencies, the 
Most ReveTend Fathers of the Second Vatican Council, the 
f ol!owing petitions. 

1. Regarding the place of music in the liturgy: 

In view of the fact that the church has always regarded the function of the cantor 
and the trained choir, as well as that of the singing congregation, as an integral and 
necessary element of public worship, this Society is sincerely hopeful that the Fathers 
of the Council, before making any changes which might affect the structure of the 
services, will give earnest consideration to the importance of these traditional ele, 
ments. While this tradition is not founded upon recent documents, we should 
desire the retention of the principles so clearly outlined in Pope St . Pius X's Motu 
Proprio and in the Musicae Sacrae Disciplina of Pope Pius XII. 

2. Regarding the Propers of the Sung Mass: 

If any changes are to be made in the structure of the Proper of the Mass, this 
Society respectully urges that the Fathers of the Council give careful thought to the 
fundamental structure of the service, and therefore to the meaning and value of 
each part, clearly preserving the roles of the cantor and trained choir. This 
Society also begs that art and beauty, which are inherent and not foreign to the 
casting of the Proper parts, not be sacrificed to the single issue of simplicity and 
brevity. 

3. Regarding the Ordinary of the Sung Mass: 

Since the necessity 0f a clearer insight into what worship really is presses for a 
greater sharing by the people in the song of the Church, this Society earnestly 
recommends that the congregation be encouraged to share in the singing at Mass, 
not necessarily according to the medieval and mistaken norm of the Ordinary as a 
unit, but with due regard for the place the various chants have in the fundamental 
structure of the service . It therefore also pleads that the great treasures of medieval 
chant and classical polyphony, as well as the riches of modern and contemporary 
music, not be discarded on the untraditional plea that there is no place for parti, 
cipation by listening. 

4. Regarding the music at Low Mass: 

This Society respectfully urges that consideration be given to maintaining the sung 
mass as the norm for congregational service, and where necessity demands, that 
provision be made for a simplified form of sung Mass that requires only the service 
of a trained cantor to supplement the singing of the congregation. 

The singing of hymns at low Mass, a solution suggested by the 195'8 decree, is 
not completely sat isfactory, because it remains extraneous to the action at the 
altar. 

5. Regarding the use of the vernacular in the sung liturgy: 

The Society of St. Caecilia recognizes that the vernacular problem is a pastoral 
problem, but even more basically a problem involving the proper attitude toward 
worship. Because music is an integral part of worship, the problem is necessarily 
also a musical one. This Society therefore urges care and caution, since the musical 
problems involved are certainly Very great , whether in creating a new music for a 
vernacular text or in adapting a vernacular text to the rich store of chant and 
polyphony and other music from the past. The Society especially suggests ver­
nacular adaptations to the offices of the church which have fallen into disuse, 
notably parish Vespers . 

6 . Regarding the practical realization of a sung liturgy: 

The Society of St. Caecilia urges the Fathers of the Council to implement the 
repeated wishes of the Holy See by encouraging the musical training of both 
clergy and laity, and especially of choirmasters and organists, according to the 
norms laid down in the decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites of September 

3, 1958, so that the ideals of a reverential and artistic musical worship may be 
realized. 

The abov e articles have been approved by the Most Reverend Gerald T. Bergan . 
Archbishop of Omaha, the Liturgy and Music Commissions of the Archd;ocese of 
Omaha, and by the Boys Town Liturgical Mu sic In stitute's eleventh nation al session. 

For the Society of St. Caecilia: 
September 12, 196 3 
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