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For a l iteral translat ion  
into Engl ish, theolog ical  
annotat ions, addit ional  

melodies, and much more,  
please see pages 14-15 in  
the Brébeuf pew edit ion.

ALTONA • “Hostis Herodes Impie” • Epiphanyt ide

This famous melody
is paried with

numerous texts
(English and Latin)

in the St. Jean de
Brébeuf Hymnal.

It has been set by
many composers:

Hans Leo Hassler,
Bartholomäus

Gesius, Michael
Praetorius, etc.

The tune itself is
called various names:
Vo m Hi m m e l Ho c h,

Er f u rt,  Alto n a,  etc.

The melody was once
associated with Christmas,

but lost this association
a century ago (except in

German-speaking countries).
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