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302 The Sacramentary

Recent researches in early Christian chronology greatly
strengthen the probability of this tradition.

The Antiphon for the Communion is like that on January 18.

The Prayer of Thanksgiving follows: ‘* Thou hast filled
us, O Lord, with food from heaven; by the intercession of
thine apostles keep us from all harm.’”” We can do nothing
of ourselves, but united to Christ all things are possible to
us, as it was with Elias who ambulavit in fortitudine cibs
sllius . . . usque ad montem Dei Horeb.!

THE SECOND Mass
Station at St Paul’s.

Quando Apostolicus duas missas celebrat una die, in eas
non lavat os, nisi post officium: sed, absque sntervallo, finita
priore, incipitur altera, so says the Gregorian Sacramentary
to-day. This rubric has already been explained to us by
Prudentius, when, after having described the Mass at break
of day at St Peter's, he relates that the Pope went off in great
haste to the Basilica of St Paul in order to repeat there the
same rite :

Mox huc recurrit duplicatque vota.

A resp[endent hymna[ that is trub/ Roman Catholic: CCWATERSHED.ORG/HYMN

This second station of June 29, testified to from the most
ancient Roman liturgical resources, must have continued to be
observed until about the time of Adrian I. It was only in the
eighth century that another practical and fitting judgement
superseded the classical conception of papal Rome, which
saw in the preaching of the holy apostles Peter and Paul a
single beginning of the Roman Church, a single foundation
of her spiritual edifice, two eyes in one body, two keys of
salvation, that of the hierarchical authority entrusted to Peter
and that of Doctor of the Gentiles granted to Paul. By trans-
ferring the station at the Ostian Basilica to the day following,
it becomes less exhausting but more solemn.

This postponement, however, tended to alter in some
degree the original spirit of the feast, the dies bifestus and
polyliturgical of Prudentius, so in describing the order of
the present Missal we shall also take into consideration the
place once held by those ceremonies in the early Sacra-
mentaries.

The Mass of June 29, at the tomb of St Paul, is almost the
same as that which we have already described on January 2s.
We shall note the few variations.

The Collect is the same except that, instead of the con-

' 3 Kings xix, 8.
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