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The Capel-y-ffin Mass 
The Capel-y-fin Mass sets parts of the English translation of the Ordinary of the Mass: the 
Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus and Agnus Dei.  It is written for congregation and organ, with 
intonations for clergy and cantor(s), though it may also be sung unaccompanied from the 
Congregation Edition. 

Performance Notes 
The melodic setting is inspired by plainsong, the Latin Church’s own particular ritual music, 
which the Second Vatican Council affirmed has first place among the musical languages 
employed in the liturgy.  A degree of rhythmic flexibility is expected in performance.  Tenuto 
marks are used to suggest a slight lengthening of notes only. Care should be taken not to let 
the music drag: suggested tempi are crotchet = 90 for the Sanctus; 100 for the Kyrie and 
Agnus; and 110 for the Gloria. However, in all these matters interpretation should ultimately 
be a matter for the organist or director’s ear, always respecting the words set and the acoustic 
of the building.  

The basis in plainsong also results in bars of irregular length, in which the focus is on phrase 
rather than recurring rhythmic measure.  Time signatures have therefore been omitted as 
likely to be distracting. 

Copyright 
Texts are from the 2010 English translation of the Roman Missal.  The Gloria is copyright the 
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, all rights reserved.  All other texts are in 
the public domain. 

The music is copyright the composer and is published under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Licence.  This means that you are 
free to copy, distribute and transmit the work for non-commercial purposes, but you must 
attribute it to its composer and may not change or build on it in any way.  Full details of the 
copyright terms can be found at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. 

David Jones’ Sanctus Christus de Capel-y-ffin is reproduced on the front of this edition by 
kind permission of the Trustees of the Estate of David Jones. 

Alium Music 
A digital copy of this score and of the corresponding Choir and Congregational Editions may 
be downloaded from Alium’s website: www.aliummusic.com 
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Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Licence.
See  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Text from the English translation of the Roman Missal 2010,
© International Committee on English in the Liturgy. All rights reserved 

† Tenuto marks suggest a slight lengthening only.

 
Music © Ian WIlliams, June 2011, 

Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Licence.
See  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Licence.
See  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Music © Ian WIlliams, May 2011, 

Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Licence.
See  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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