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How to sing the Gospel at Mass
in English & Latin — Tone A

D. Gospel Tones 
1 .. Recent Tone. In the most commonly used gospel tone there is a full 

stop, interrogation, and concluding formula; but neither metrum nor flex. 
The full stop is a formula of four syllables without regard to the place of 
accents or character of the feet. The conclusion is a formula of two feet. 
The interrogation is the same as that used in the prophecy tone and in 
the epistle tones. 

The pattern of the tone is as follows : 

c • • • • • • 
II 

• • • • • • 
V. Do · mi - nus vo • bt's - cum. o~ Et c ' · t •v· urn spt - n - u tu- o. 

Fult Stop 

c • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• IP • 
4 3 2 1 

se-cun-dum Mat -tha'e -urn . 
... se -cun-dum Io - an- nem . 

.Full Stop 

; • • • • • 
II • • • •• IP • • • • • 

4 3 2 1 4 9 2 1 
... se-cun-dum Lu- cam. R7. Glo-ri - a ti - bi Do-mi-ne. 
... se- c{m- dum Mar-cum. 
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G • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • I ~ 
In il - lo tern - po-re: Di-xit Ie- sus di - sci- pu - lis SU- IS: 

Full Stop 

E • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • 
4 s 2 1 

Vos e- stis sal ter-rae. Quod 51 sal e - va- nu- e - rit II m quo , 
Interrogation 

c • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
B 2 1 

sa-Ii- e-tur? Ad ni-hi-lum va-let ul-tra, m-s1 ut mit-ta-tur 

Full Stop 
c • •. • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • l 

• 
4 3 2 1. 

fo -ras, et con-cul-ce-tur ab ho-mi-ni-bus .... Qui au-tern fe-ce-rit 

Conclusion 

c • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • •• 
II 

et do-cu-e- rit, hie magnus vo-ca-bi-tur in I re-gno cae-116-rum. 

With an English text, this formula will be ag follows: 

• II • • • • • • • . ! 
V. The Lord be with you. R?. And with your spi-rit. V. A Reading from 

Full Stop 

~c~~-~~-~~-~~-~--·--··~~·~--.---·.-~· --~-~~~~~··----.---. .--..---..~·~ji~J 
4 H 2 1 

the ho-ly Gos-pel ac-cord-ing to Mat-thew. 

Full Stop 

• • • • • • • • • 
• 

4 3 
... ac-cord-ing 
... ac-cord-ing 
... a c- cord-ing 

• • • 

2 1 
to Mark . 
to Luke . 
to John . 

• • •. J 

4 3 2 1 
~- Glo-ry to you, 0 Lord At that time Je-sus said to his dis-ci-ples: 
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Full Stop 
I 

G I • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • 
4 3 2 1 

"You are the salt of the earth. Suppose salt be~comes in~ si ~ pid; 

Interrog-ation 

E = : • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
3 2 1 

how can you re~ store its tang? Then it IS good for no-thing 

Full Stop 

e • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • 
4 3 2 1 

but to be thrown out, and tram-pled un-der-foot. ... lt IS the 

G • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • ~ 

man who observes them and teaches them who will be called great 

Conclusion 

I • • -J_ • • • • II 
m the I king-dom or I heav- e"n. 

The full stop is always made by the minor third drop at the fourth last 
syllable, without regard to accents or feet; hence it requires no table of 
examples. The interrogation is made in the same manner as in the prophecy 
and epistle tones~ and cannot be used for a concluding formula. The 
concluding formula is of n~.ro feet, and it is not customary to take a dis
parate treatment for monosyllables, Hebrew words, anapaests and false 
dactyls. Examples of the concluding formula are as follows: 

G • • • ~ 
Q • • Q • II 

Fi- li - ho .. , et. us m1 - ms ve - m -
• strum • rlt. cor ve e 

Ie- su no .., 
no 

. stro. ffil - no . . . 
Pa-tris me1 qUI 10 cae - lis est. 

persecution em . ti 
, 

tur . pa un 
Fa-ther who 

... 
he'av 

.. 
lS m en. 

in Christ Je v 

our Lord. sus 
in Ch-lst Je ... , 

Lord. sus our 
pos-sess life e ter nal. 

i 
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D 

Tone for the Gospel. 

c • • • • _____ .._~ • • • • • • .. ~ 
---- tl------------·tt============ 

••• . ~ 
Ominus vobiscum. ~· Et cum spi-ri-tu tu-o. 

Full stop. 
I 

Sequenti- a san

' I . . . . -·-·-··-·--··.----· --~-·-··---.~i:_-:_-_-·=--· -·-~ 
cti Evange-li- i secundum ~1atthae-um. ~· G16-ri- a ti-bi D6mine. 

I 

G • • • • . .. t·-.-.--.--.--.-.-.-.--~-.·--1-.-.-.--.-~ 

In illo tempore : Dixit Jesus discipu-lis su- is : Vos estis sal terrae. 

,---------. ·t--------T~----------....... 
lj I I I I I I I I I I I I I ~:: i I I : I I I I I ' 

Quod si sal evanu-e-rit, in quo sa~li-etur? Ad nfhilum valet ultra, nisi 
I 

I ~~~·~==~·~==~·==~·~~··==~·~=~·::~·~==·~==~·::_-.--··~·~·~·--f::====~~~.--------·-··-·--~ 
ut mitttitur foras, et conculcetur ab hominibus ... Conclusion : Qui au-

' I 

c ~-·--·---~-~ ___ --4 ____ ._. __ ·=·====·==--·---·----·--·-~---·---·--~J~-·---~---·· __ ._·-H~ 
tern fece-rit et docu- e-rit, hie m~1gnus vocabi-tur in regno caelo-rum. 

This tone has only the full stop, which is made by lowering tlte ,,oice on 
the fourth syllable before the end of tlze sentence. The inten·og-ation is made 
in the usual way (p . 103), unless it occurs at tlze ending (seep. 10-l-). 

The modulation of the final e11ding or conclusion begins on the second 
1 ast accent. 


