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PRAECLARA CUSTOS VIRGINUM • For the Blessed Virg in Mary
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LITERAL TRANSLATIONS :

1. Illustrious guardian of virgins, chaste Mother of God, portal of 
the heavenly court, our hope, the joy of heaven.

2. Thou lily among the thorns, dove all-beauteous, rod from the root 
(of Jesse) producing a healing balm for our wounds.

Hymn Tune : EISENACH
Harmonization & Canon : Based on a work by Henri Durieux
Metered Translation : Edward G. Bagshawe (1829–1915), the 
      Roman Catholic Bishop of Nottingham who had formerly 
      been an Oratorian priest.
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LITERAL TRANSLATIONS :

3. Thou tower inaccessible to the dragon, star friendly to the ship-
wrecked, protect us from deception, and guide us by thy light.

4. Dispel the shadows of error, remove treacherous shoals; among so 
many waves, reveal a safe path to those astray.

Literal English translations :  Fr. Matthew Britt (1872-1955)


