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PDF Download • “Glory To God” for Congregation & Choir (Mass of Saint Noël Chabanel)

Jeff Ostrowski · September 20, 2023 
OT IN A MILLION years would I compare myself to Saint Isaac Jogues, aptly described by Francis Parkman (d. 1893) as “one of the purest examples of Roman Catholic virtue which this Western continent has seen.” In just 30 minutes, Father Jogues suffered more for JESUS CHRIST than I have during my entire life. Nevertheless, I’m reminded of a remarkable incident, wherein Jogues wondered whether God “still had work for him to do.” Readers know that I stopped composing back in 2016. Although I had transcribed (beginning in 2001) more than 2,000 pages of Renaissance polyphony, something “clicked” for me in 2016. Specifically, hearing Dr. Calabrese conduct a 4-voice KYRIE by Father Guerrero (d. 1599) made me realize men like Guerrero we’re composing on a completely different level. On the other hand, I’ve enjoyed looking through Mass settings I composed in 2011. I’m trying to decide whether I should revoke the vow I made never to compose again—whether (perhaps) God “still has work for me to do.” If you’re someone who’s found my liturgical compositions to be valuable, please consider saying a prayer for me that I will make the right decision.

“Glory To God” (Chabanel Mass) • Today, I release another movement of the Mass in Honor of Saint Noël Chabanel for the Ordinary Form. It involves your CONGREGATION, your CANTRIX, and your CHOIR. My setting was designed to be extremely brief and (since it’s vernacular) it works for choirmasters whose priests have forbidden the traditional lingua sacra of the church. Click here if you desire to see the movements released so far.

*  PDF Download • “GLORY TO GOD” for Choir + Congregation

—Mass in Honor of Saint Noël Chabanel (for the Ordinary Form).


The “Glory To God” begins with the entire congregation singing, but the middle section launches into SATB polyphony:



Free rehearsal videos for each individual voice await you at #38310.





Demonstration “A” • Traditionally, my settings have made use of stepwise bass motion, “pedal tones” (oblique motion) in various voices, and a careful—almost obsessive—sensitivity to dissonance and consonance:



Here’s the direct URL link.





Demonstration “B” • In my humble opinion, too many Mass settings composed for the Ordinary Form are dreadfully predictable and quickly become stale.  My goal was to create a Mass setting which is simple and brief—yet complex enough to keep one’s attention no matter how many times it’s sung. Readers can decide for themselves whether I was successful.



Here’s the direct URL link.





What Remains To Be Done? • Before long, I will release the final movement to my Mass in Honor of Saint Noël Chabanel. Once I’ve done that, I’ll assemble all of the movements and place them on a single web-page (for ease of access). I will also release a “congregational insert” that can be placed in the pews for Catholic congregations.



 Opinions by blog authors do not necessarily represent the views of Corpus Christi Watershed. 
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About Jeff Ostrowski
Jeff Ostrowski holds his B.M. in Music Theory from the University of Kansas (2004). He resides with his wife and children in Los Angeles.—(Read full biography).
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Quick Thoughts


Re: “Sacred Music Symposium” (2024)
Today, an announcement was sent out regarding the 2024 Sacred Music Symposium. If you’re not subscribed to our mailing list, you missed this announcement. I’ve tried everything I can think of to get folks to subscribe to our mailing list. Simply scroll to the bottom of any CCW article and enter your email address. It couldn't be easier—but some people refuse. This is frustrating, since crucial information is broadcast via our mailing list.
—Jeff Ostrowski
“Simplified” Keyboard Accompaniment
Are you an inexperienced organist? Were you formally a pianist? I invite you to download this simplified organ accompaniment for hymn #124 in the Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. I’m toying with the idea of creating a whole bunch of these, to benefit amateur organists. What is your opinion of such a project? Let me know at: dom.pothier@gmail.com.


—Jeff Ostrowski
Offered in a Spirit of Dialogue
Pope Francis said famously: “To dialogue entails a cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.” The following brief utterances of mine are offered in that spirit. Pope Saint Pius X called the sacred liturgy “the primary and indispensable source of the true Christian spirit.” If the reformers had told the fathers of Vatican II they desired the annihilation of the Divine Office, leaving less than 5% of priests able to recognize the ancient breviary hymns—e.g. LUCIS CREATOR, A SOLIS ORTUS, AUDI BENIGNE, VEXILLA REGIS, and so forth—how many would have supported such an initiative? How many would have supported the annihilation of the MASS OF THE DEAD, leading to a situation in which less than 1% of Catholic funerals contain the time-honored “Réquiem ætérnam” (Introit & Gradual), “Dies Iræ” (Sequence), and so on? It’s been revealed by one of the chief reformers that many items—“such as the scuttling of the liturgy of the dead”—were opposed unanimously (!) by the Consilium.
—Jeff Ostrowski



Random Quote


Bishops have a duty towards both wise and foolish.  They have to rouse the devotion of the carnal people with material ornament, since they are incapable of spiritual things.

— St. Bernard of Clairvaux (†1153)
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			Corpus Christi Watershed is a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to exploring and embodying as our calling the relationship of religion, culture, and the arts. This non-profit organization employs the creative media in service of theology, the Church, and Christian culture for the enrichment and enjoyment of the public.



		




















