ENTRANCE CHANT ¢ General Instruction on the Roman Missal

2002 » “Universal” Edition of the GIRM

48. Peragitur autem a schola et populo alternatim, vel simili
modo a cantore et populo, vel totus a populo vel a schola sola.
Adhiberi potest sive antiphona cum suo psalmo in Graduali Ro-
mano vel in Graduali simplici exstans, sive alius cantus, actioni
sacrae, diei vel temporis indoli congruus, cuius textus a Confer-
entia Episcoporum sit approbatus.

Si ad introitum non habetur cantus, antiphona in Missali
proposita recitatur sive a fidelibus, sive ab aliquibus ex ipsis,
sive a lectore, sin aliter ab ipso sacerdote, qui potest etiam in
modum monitionis initialis (cf. n. 31) eam aptare.

2003 * United States Adaptation of the GIRM

48. The singing at this time is done either alternately by the
choir and the people or in a similar way by the cantor and the
people, or entirely by the people, or by the choir alone. In the
dioceses of the United States of America there are four options
for the Entrance Chant: (1) the antiphon from the Roman Missal
or the Psalm from the Roman Gradual as set to music there or in
another musical setting; (2) the seasonal antiphon and Psalm of the
Simple Gradual; (3) a song from another collection of psalms and
antiphons, approved by the Conference of Bishops or the Dioc-
esan Bishop, including psalms arranged in responsorial or metri-
cal forms; (4) a suitable liturgical song similarly approved by the
Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan Bishop.

If there is no singing at the entrance, the antiphon in the Mis-
sal is recited either by the faithful, or by some of them, or by a
lector; otherwise, it is recited by the priest himself, who may even
adapt it as an introductory explanation (cf. above, no. 31).

1975 « “Universal” Edition of the GIRM

26. Peragitur autem a schola et populo alternatim, vel simili
modo a cantore et populo, vel totus a populo vel a schola sola.
Adhiberi potest sive antiphona cum suo psalmo in Graduali Ro-
mano vel in Graduali simplici exstans, sive alius cantus, actioni
sacrce, diei vel temporis indoli congruus, cuius textus a Confer-
entia Episcopali sit approbatus.

Si ad introitum non habetur cantus, antiphona in Missali
proposita recitatur sive a fidelibus, sive ab aliquibus ex ipsis,
sive a lectore, sin aliter ab ipso sacerdote post salutationem.

1975 « United States Adaptations of the GIRM
26. Entrance Song

English Translation of 2002 “Universal” GIRM

48. The chant is sung alternatively between the schola and the peo-
ple, or the cantor and the people, or entirely by all, or entirely by the
schola alone. One could use either the antiphon with its psalm as found
in the Roman Gradual or in the Simple Gradual, or another chant, con-
gruent with the theme of the sacred action, day or time, whose text has
been approved by the Conference of Bishops.

If there is no singing at the Introit, the antiphon proposed in the
Roman Missal is proclaimed (read) either by the faithful, or some of
them, or the Lector, or else the celebrant who may adapt it to an initial
explanation(cf. n. 31)

2011 » USA Adaptation of the GIRM

48. This chant is sung alternately by the choir and the people or similarly
by a cantor and the people, or entirely by the people, or by the choir
alone. In the Dioceses of the United States of America, there are four
options for the Entrance Chant: (1) the antiphon from the Missal or the
antiphon with its Psalm from the Graduale Romanum, as set to music
there or in another setting; (2) the antiphon and Psalm of the Graduale
Simplex for the liturgical time; (3) a chant from another collection of
Psalms and antiphons, approved by the Conference of Bishops or the
Diocesan Bishop, including Psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical
forms; (4) another liturgical chant that is suited to the sacred action, the
day, or the time of year, similarly approved by the Conference of Bishops
or the Diocesan Bishop.

If there is no singing at the Entrance, the antiphon given in the Mis-
sal is recited either by the faithful, or by some of them, or by a reader;
otherwise, it is recited by the Priest himself, who may even adapt it as an
introductory explanation (cf. no. 31).

English Translation of 1975 “Universal” GIRM

26. The entrance song is sung alternately either by the choir and the
congregation or by the cantor and the congregation; or it is sung entirely
by the congregation or by the choir alone. The antiphon and psalm of the
“Graduale Romanum” or “The Simple Gradual” may be used, or another
song that is suited to this part of the Mass, the day, or the seasons and that
has a text approved by the conference of bishops.

If there is no singing for the entrance, the antiphon in the Missal is
recited either by the faithful, by some of them, or by a reader; otherwise
it is recited by the priest after the greeting.

As a further alternative to the singing of the entrance antiphon and psalm of the “Roman Gradual” (Missal) or of the “Simple Gradual,” the

Conference of Bishops has approved the use of other collections of psalms and antiphons in English, as supplements to the “Simple Gradual,”
including psalms arranged in responsorial form, metrical and similar versions of psalms, provided they are used in accordance with the principles
of the “Simple Gradual” and are selected in harmony with the liturgical season, feast or occasion (decree confirmed by the Consilium for the
Implementation of the Constitution on the Liturgy, December 17, 1968).

With regard to texts of other sacred songs from the psalter that may be used as the entrance song, the following criterion was adopted by the
Conference of Bishops in November, 1969:

The entrance rite should create an atmosphere of celebration. It serves the function of putting the assembly in the proper frame of mind for
listening to the word of God. It helps people to become conscious of themselves as a worshipping community. The choice of texts for the entrance
song should not conflict with these purposes.

In general, during the most important seasons of the Church year, Easter time, Lent, Christmas and Advent, it is preferable that most songs
used at the entrance be seasonal in nature.

There are thus four options for the entrance song:

1. the entrance antiphon and psalm of the “Roman Gradual”;

2. the entrance antiphon and psalm of the “Simple Gradual”;

3. song from other collections of psalms and antiphons;

4. other sacred song chosen in accord with the above criterion.
The same options exist for the sacred song at the offertory and Communion, but not for the chants between the readings (below).
Only if none of the above alternatives is employed and there is no entrance song, is the antiphon in the Missal recited.
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