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' By no means do we claim that the method of
e - - - lé - i. son accompaniment here set forth is the only true and
e - v ~ correct one. We admit that other systems can be
i good provided that, based on Moddality, they are
' applied in a rational and artistic manner. Certain
, Plain Chant experts demand cn accompaniment
— ~ — ‘which provides a harmonic background or undercur-
s & oh _g_ ——] rent, that omits the melody, a standpoint that may
~— €. be defended. Such an accompaniment, with the
“ o _ : : . added advantage of greater sobriety, contributes
o r—== P 1 1 1 in the chanting of the
N B P a— g ‘ o greater suppleness in the ¢ i o
=== opleess :

- — ' melody.
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For a.small Choir singing in a supple and
smoothly. flowing style, the accompaniment can
be still more sober, and confined to a harmoniza-
tion in three parts. This applies, for example, to
small religious communities, or a restricted num-
ber of female or children's voices, who practice
regularly eand perform Plain Chant with routine
ease. .
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In conclusion I add an accompaniment accor-
ding to the principle of the « Organum » (Gothic
Style) based solely on fourths and fifths.

An example of such a Medieval accompaniment

follows.
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Reference having been made to these different In conclusion, let it be said that, the accompa-

systems of accompaniment, it is clear that the one niment of Plain Chant not being an essential
we }fcve proposed can be. colns.zdered the most  clement of this art, but only a means for securing
practical, because by maintaining the golden g yo0d performance, a finished and pure interpre-

mean it can be employed in most circumst.ances, tation of high standard, attained without accom-
as eﬁciechvelylfc:r a small as for alarge Choir, and  poniment, is always preferable. But as such an
even for a soloist. achievement is rarely possible « and Oh | the pity

For « at sight » accompaniment a more sober  of it », we have ventured to propose this Method
and simple harmonization is preferable. It is not of Plain Chant Accompemiment. ’
desirable, and moreover it is in practice impos- ' ‘
sible to give it the relative importance and pro- : Flor PEETERS."
minence justifiable in the case of a studiously
prepared written accompeniment.

1 9 1 The page numbers in this document correspond to the page numbers in the Vatican II Hymnal.
To learn more about the 750-page Vatican II Hymnal, please visit: [ ccwatershed.org/vatican ]


http://www.ccwatershed.org/vatican/

Kyrie IV ¢ Alternate Version D * Graduale Romanum

Vatican II Hymnal ® Page 191 * Accompaniment by Henri Potiron ® ccwatershed.org/vatican

Ky.ri. ¢ * e . . . 1.1 _son. Chri.ste

A—0L»,
S—1 | S

SAEE S

]A — +
E gllll g" I

T Yy r r'\_/r° i

’ .
e . . le.1i. son.

The Vatican II Hymnal contains complete Readings (Years A, B, & C), Sung Propers (with Latin incipit), Responsorial 1 9 1
Psalms, Gospel Acclamations, Mass Settings for the New Mass Translation, and much more. [ ccwatershed.org/vatican |


http://www.ccwatershed.org/vatican/Mass/

