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Second Form: The Solemn Entrance
12. When a procession outside the church cannot take place, the entrance of the Lord is celebrated 

inside the church by means of a Solemn entrance before the principal Mass.

13. holding branches in their hands, the faithful gather either outside, in front of the church 
door, or inside the church itself. the priest and ministers and a representative group of the 
faithful go to a suitable place in the church outside the sanctuary, where at least the greater 
part of the faithful can see the rite.

14. While the priest approaches the appointed place, the antiphon hosanna or another 
appropriate chant is sung. then the blessing of branches and the proclamation of the gospel 
of the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem take place as above (nos. 5-7). after the gospel, the 
priest processes solemnly with the ministers and the representative group of the faithful 
through the church to the sanctuary, while the responsory as the Lord entered (no. 10) or 
another appropriate chant is sung.

15. arriving at the altar, the priest venerates it. he then goes to the chair and, omitting the 
introductory rites of the Mass and, if appropriate, the Kyrie (Lord, have mercy), he says the 
collect of the Mass, and then continues the Mass in the usual way.

Third Form: The Simple Entrance
16. at all other Masses of this Sunday at which the Solemn entrance is not held, the memorial of 

the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem takes place by means of a Simple entrance.

17. While the priest proceeds to the altar, the entrance antiphon with its psalm (no. 18) or another 
chant on the same theme is sung. arriving at the altar, the priest venerates it and goes to the 
chair. after the Sign of the cross, he greets the people and continues the Mass in the usual way.

at other Masses, in which singing at the entrance cannot take place, the priest, as soon as 
he has arrived at the altar and venerated it, greets the people, reads the entrance antiphon, 
and continues the Mass in the usual way.

18.  entrance antiphon cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; ps 24 (23): 9-10
Six days before the passover,
when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem,
the children ran to meet him;
in their hands they carried palm branches
and with a loud voice cried out:
*hosanna in the highest! 

blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy!
o gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! 
Who is this king of glory?
he, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory.
*hosanna in the highest! 

blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy!
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