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THE MASS OF THE HOLY VICTIM

Holy See in 2010, served as the impetus for the composition of this mass. In accordance

with Liturgiam authenticam, the translation endeavoured towards a more precise, faith-
[ful version of the original Latin, in contrast to the more liberally interpreted, dynamically equiva-
lent rendering it replaced.

THE new English translation of the Roman Missal, which received recognitio from the

This mass was primarily composed over the summer of 2010, with adjustments (minor and ma-
jor) continuing until the late fall of that year. The Sancta Hostia, or the ‘Holy Victim’, of its
namesake is taken in reference from the words of the Roman Canon.

The syllabic poverty and Germanic rhythm inherent to the English language posed a challenge to
the mechanics of the polyphonic style, well-suited to the Romantic languages. For instance, the six
syllables of dona nobis pacem is reduced by half in the rendering ‘grant us peace’, while the trans-
lation of miserere nobis produces a strong accent on the final syllable (‘us) preceded by rwo weak
ones, a rhythmic structure relatively alien to Latin. The compensating solution, in such cases, was
the use of extended melismas to complete the phrase.

The priestly intonations of the Gloria and the Credo are indicated in traditional neumatic nota-
tion, where Do is equivalent to C-natural. The mass is composed in the (transposed) lonian
mode, and is written for four voices, with the exceptions of the Benedictus, which employs three,
and the Agnus Dei 11, which employs five.

It is my hope and desire that this work may be bur a small contribution ro the ‘mutual enrich-

ment’ of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Forms of the Roman Rite, as part of the Hermeneutic of
Continuity, envisioned by the Supreme Pontiff, Pope Benedict XV]I.

KK

13 November 2010
Toronto, Canada
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