
On page 201, Dr. James accuses the Brébeuf editors of a “sometimes cavalier handling of 
classic musical material,” saying that “numerous tunes have been metrically altered.” For 
example, he says Austria  appears “unaccountably, in an abbreviated form without the 
repeat of the first phrase, destroying the musical symmetry of both melodies and infuriating 
anyone who knows the original tunes.”

Dr. James is incorrect. This form of Austria  has been printed in Catholic hymnals for at 
least 150 years; it is not an “alteration” perpetrated by the Brébeuf editors. Consider how it 
appeared in one of the most popular Catholic pew books ever printed, viz. the 1918 edition 
of the Saint Basil Hymnal :

Indeed, the Tantum Ergo was often sung in precisely that way. Yet, other texts were also 
sung in the way which Dr. James erroneously claims will infuriate “anyone who knows 
the original tunes.”  Consider the Hymnal and Vesperal for the Ecclesiastical Year (1878) 
published with the approbation of Most Rev. James Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore:


