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SALVE
FE STA
 DIE S

Canon Jules VanNU F F E L
Based on

a score by

The full poem by Venantius Fortunatus—who died
circa 609 ad—is much longer than three verses.

REFRAIN:  Hail, thou festive, ever venerable day, 
whereon hell is conquered, and heaven is won by Christ.

Refrain is sung twice at the beginning and after each verse.

(1.)  Lo! our earth is in her spring, bearing thus her witness that, with her Lord, she has all her gifts restored.
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(2.)  For, to celebrate the triumph over the darkness of death,
the forests everywhere are covered with foliage, and the plants display their flowers.

(3.)  The white garments symbolize unspotted souls, and the Shepherd rejoices in his snowlike flock.
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