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A SOLIS ORTUS CARDINE • By Caelius Sedulius (6th century)
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LITERAL TRANSLATIONS :

A Let all the world, from East to West, 
    sing of Christ the King, 
        the virgin Mary’s Son.

B The blessed maker of the world assumed a 
servant’s form so as to free man by becoming 
man and not to lose those whom He had created.

Hymn Tune : EISENACH
Harmonization & Canon : Based on a work by Henri Durieux
Metered Translation : Probably John Dryden (circa 1706), alt.
Author of the Latin Hymn : Caelius Sedulius (6th century poet)
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LITERAL TRANSLATIONS :

C Heavenly grace enters the chaste mother and a virgin’s 
womb carries a secret of which she had no previous 
knowledge.

D The home of her pure womb instantly becomes the 
temple of God, and she, undefiled and not knowing 
man, conceived a son.

Literal English translations :  Fr. Joseph Connelly … except for the final verse.
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LITERAL TRANSLATIONS :

E In childbirth she brought forth the one that Gabriel had foretold 
and that the Baptist—jumping with joy in his mother’s womb—
had recognized as being in Mary’s womb.

F He deigned to have hay for a bed, and did not refuse the shelter 
of a manger. He does not suffer even a bird to hunger, and yet 
He was fed with a little milk.

If you enjoy this piece, please let Jeff Ostrowski know.  More unknown pieces could be 
made available if there is enough interest in such scores:  jeff@ccwatershed.org
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LITERAL TRANSLATIONS :

G The heavenly choir rejoices and angels sing to the 
glory of God, and the Shepherd—the creator of all—
is made known to the shepherds.

H To Thee, O Jesus, who art born of the Virgin, be 
glory, together with the Father and the Blessed 
Spirit forever.


